
                Easter 2020 
 
From the Pastor’s Desk:  If you did not get the 
Memo- “Easter is April 12th, let me be the first to 
announce, it ‘ain’t’ getting cancelled!  Nobody can 
change that!  Can I get an Amen!! 
 
So, here we are, Easter!  You may or may not have 
had Easter eggs and jelly beans this year.  (And if you 
did they are gone)   But the joy and rewards of Easter 
are still with us.  The Lord is Risen!   He’s Risen 

indeed.   
 
Easter ought to cultivate in each of us a celebratory attitude, an attitude of 
gratitude, an attitude of awe and wonder as we think of this great miracle of 
resurrection and its implications for defeat over sin and death and eternal 
life.  We should think of the fulfilment of a sacred promise and the inherent 
saving grace that Easter represents.  We would do well to get beyond our 
hearts hardened by lukewarm Christianity and the commercialism of our 
most sacred symbols to dwell in the beauty of the Pashcal season. 
 
Resurrection!  We should see it, so clearly, as glorious and joyful. The 
apostles found it frightening, stunning and confusing.  Our Blessed Lord told 
the apostles many times that for salvation to be accomplished He would 
have to die on the Cross and then rise from the dead.  It was fear not joy 
that gripped the early followers of Christ and compelled them to hide.  The 
authorities would accuse them of stealing the body; their first reactions were 
bewilderment and self-preservation. 
 
Without Good Friday the Resurrection is meaningless.  Jesus told the 
glorious future that would come to them and to those who believed.  He 
spoke of death, but also of the great promise, hope and joy of the 
resurrection.  The empty tomb showed that the promise had been kept.  
Cast off fear and doubt and rejoice.  Christ is risen! 
 
During these days of great challenge, we should truly Thank God for Lent 
and Easter as we turn from self to God and look forward to Pentecost!  (The 
Birth of the Church). 
                                                      God Love you!  Pastor John + 
 
 



April 12, 2020 
 

Rev. Dr. John C. Warren, Pastor 
6211 Connaught Ct 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
 

Office: 240-823-7809 Cell: 301-535-9598 
Email: johncwarren@att.net 

Charge Web Page: http://www.brookfield-immanuel.org   
              Contact April Watts purplehaze6@mac.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BrookfieldImmanuelUMC 
Charge Directory: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ 

Free Wi-Fi:  Brookfield and Immanuel    
Prayer concerns, calendar & 

announcements 
Send prayer concerns, calendar updates and announcements to 
Sandy Cross @ sandygrama@comcast.net 

Coming Up 
 

No worship services in April until approved by Gov. Hogan 

This Sunday is EASTER Sunday – HE IS RISEN!!!! 

SAVE THE DATE: The government restrictions on social 
events during the Coronavirus Pandemic has put the 
Brookfield Annual Tea Fundraiser at risk.  As many of you 
are aware, the time it takes to prepare and plan for this 
important community event has been compromised by these 

restrictions.  We want a safe environment for everyone.  Therefore, we feel it necessary to 
reschedule until September 19, 2020.   Let us look forward to the day when our world is at 
peace as we are blessed by the grace of God.  Pray for one another!  .  Thank you..  

REMINDER – Brick Pavers are available.  Please place your order before 
Easter to Sandy Cross, check made to Immanuel and we will put it with 
other orders that have come in!!! 

Thank you to the folks that thought about the Church and have sent (BY 
MAIL) their givings for the month of March.  If at all possible, please send 
your givings FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL to: 
Immanuel UM Church                 Brookfield UM Church 
 c/o Sandy Cross, Treasurer        c/o Jan Sweeney, Treasurer 
 13801 Martin Road                      16608 Nottingham Road 

                         Brandywine, MD 20613               Upper Marlboro, MD  20772Those 
that use on-line payments can have your givings sent directly to the Treasurers as above. 

On Sunday, November 17, Immanuel was priviledged 
to present certificates and pins to the following 
members for 25 and 50 year memberships. 

Linda Grabis (25), Diane Cross (50), Katie Garner 
Wright (25 accepted by her mother, Connie Garner), 
Russell (Rusty Watson) (50), Bobby Seger (50).   

Those unable to attend: 25 years: Jessica Winterwerp, 
Kyndele Cooke Rhudy, Meagan Roberts-Tolson.  50 
years: Ruth Watson Tabb, Ollie Lam Cegan, June 
Marie Hyde.  Pastor John and Sandy Cross made the 
preentations. 

The United Methodist Women provided a reception in 
the hall honoring the recipients.  Thanks to Robin Young for the beautiful cake she made in honor of the 
occasion. 
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April 12, 2020   Prayer List 

If you would like a call from Pastor John, please contact him on his cell at 301-535-9598.   
 
Congratulations: 

Sam & Sarah Sweeney on the birth of Jacie Alice, born April 1st ar 9:45 p.m., 
7.2 oz,  Momma and daddy are doing fine.  Siblings: Jessie, Jaclyn, and 
Jameson  (Jameson holding Jacie!!) 
 
Sympathy to the families of:  Danny Buckmaster (Donna Canter’s brother); 
Mary Chin (Robin) Danny Gibson (Judie), Sandy Sweeney (Joyce), Jack Mobley 
(Rosie Brew’s grandfather); Phyllis Decker (Sandy) 

 
Immediate Prayer Requests   
Stephanie Durkin (thankful for a miracle)  Hattie (6-year old, Jan Sweeney)   
Anthony Holland (Donna Canter’s nephew) Sue Jenkins (broken shoulder)    
Viola lee (back problems)    Sallie Moore (broken hip) (Joyce) 
Mary Richards (broken shoulder)   Patsy Parker (Sharon) (hip replacement) 
Jill Phillips (upper & lower respiratory infection) Jean Richards (Genesis Rehab on 925)  
Mary Richards (broken shoulder)   Bobby Seger (Home,) 
Claire Watson (both upper arms broken from a fall) 

 
PRAY FOR OUR COUNTRY BATTLING THE CORONA VIRUS 

Please be careful folks.  Please pray for all the Hospital workers, Firemen, EMT’s, police, essential 
workers and employees, and caregivers as they give of their knowledge and abilities to get us 
through this pandemic. 
Continued Prayers for:   CAREGIVERS

Dorothy Abell  
Eldon Baldwin 
Eleanor Beall  
Dot & Ray Borras 
Mary Bradshaw 
Rita Buckmaster 
Linda Calhoun 
Ann Canter 
Lance Canter 
Nancy/Joe Carbonaro 
Fred Christian 
Tracy & Doug Compton Jr. 
Margaret Cooke 
Mary Wells Cooksey 
Skip Dorrell 
Agnes Dotson (Cathy Cross 
sister) 
Diane Duvall Request: 
   Mary Knodle 
   Joseph Tayman 
   Grace Cottrell 
   Shelbie Tayman 

   Francis Kisner 
Kenneth George 
Richard Goode 
Wanda Gryszkiewicz  
Ellie Gummere (5 yr old)              
Jessica Hair (Robin Young) 
Anthony Holland 
Frank Jones 
Barney Karpaun 
Kyle Kidwell 
Rachael & Bill Lederer  
Clarence Lucus 
Emma Moreno 
Robert Morey 
Melvin Muir 
Alice & Oliver Myers 
Gloria Norwood 
Clyde Richards (back 
surgery) 
Donald Richards 
Jimmy Richards 
Paul Richards 

William P Richards II 
Linda Riddle 
David Roberson (Sandy’s              
great nephew, cancer) 
Pat Schaecher (home) 
Bobby Seger 
Sandi Seger 
Peggy Studds 
Sandra Todd 
Mary Ann Trueman (hip) 
Dorothy Ann Underwood 
Donald Walker 
Ronald Walker  
Claire & Billy Watson 
Phil Watson  
Belinda Windsor 
Chad Young 
Chuck Young 
Richard Young 
Dwayne 

Prayers for Outreach:  Bishop Latrelle Miller-Easterling, Dist. Superintendent Rev. Johnsie Cogman, 
Baden School Children & Teachers, Phillips House, The United Methodist Church, those involved in 
fires and shootings, Pastor John,  Brookfield Church 
Serving in the Military: Ben Blanton-Jacob Borras (Norfolk), Perry Bradford (Persian Gulf)-Travis 
Brickman-Joshua Brooks (San Antonio, Texas (training) - Nathanial Cook (75th Ranger regiment)-
Brian Decker (New Hampshire)- Alyssa Glampe (Marine reservist/FL) –Timothy Garner (WestPoint, 
Lt. to Afghanistan 2/4), Matthew Grabis (Calvary Scout), PJ Grabis (Navy Yard in Annapolis, MD), 
Jason Massey (Special Ops), Patrick Jenkins-Matthew Kline-Shawn Murphy-Wesley Murry (MD) -
Ramsey Myers-Richard Myers-Carl Overby-Liam Overby (Japan)-Derek & Erin Root (North Carolina) 
-Jay L. Parsons IV-Charles Robertson-Garrett Rogers, Gifford Savoy, Allison Schaecher (Germany), 
Reuben Sweeney (Guard) -Robert Volm (Texas. Flight School for Odyssey) -Kayla Wade (Kentucky)-
Trent Watson (Afghanistan) – Jason Webb  
Nursing Home/Rehabilitation/Homebound: Rita Anderson, Rev. William & Barbara Bice (Home), 
Junior English (Country Lane), Doris Lam (Home), Ben Stultz (Commonwealth Senior Living), 
Farnham,VA), Elsie Sweeney (Home), Margaret Willett (Charleston Senior Community), Carl 
Winterwerp (in FL) 
 
 



John Daniel “Danny” Gibson, 36, of Brandywine, MD 
passed away unexpectedly on Thursday, March 5, 2020. 
 
He was born on December 11, 1983 in Clinton, Maryland to Julia 
Marie (Nutwell) Gibson of Brandywine, MD and the late John 
Frederick Gibson. 
 
Danny graduated from Gwynn Park High School and went on to 
become an Administrative Assistant for Homeland Security. He 
felt great pride in his position and made many wonderful friends 
during his employment as a civil servant. 
 
A man who loved the outdoors, he enjoyed camping and 
spending time in nature. His knowledge of everything made him 

a master at trivia. If you needed a random fact, Danny was your man. He was so talented at so many 
things, and his love for wood-working has left his family with many pieces to cherish for generations. 
An avid sports fan, Danny rooted for his beloved Dallas Cowboys in the fall and when the birds began 
singing their spring song, he’d put on his Orioles jersey and make his way to the ballpark. 
 
Above all, Danny loved his family and friends. He was a comedian, a flirt, a compassionate man who 
was always willing to help out a friend in need. Danny had a heart of gold. We are all blessed to have 
known such a kind, caring man and although we will miss his smile, the family will take solace in 
knowing he is in his heavenly home, talking sports with his dad. 
 
Danny is survived by his mother, Julia Gibson; siblings, Jacob Gibson (Nancy) of White Plains, MD, 
Stacie Nolan (John) of Olney, MD, Sarah Gibson (Michael Reb) of Denver, CO and Laura Gray (Jon) 
of Annapolis, MD; one (1) niece, Nora Gray; and two (2) nephews, Caleb Reb and Drew Gibson. He 
was preceded in death by his father, John Frederick Gibson. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Phyllis May Cooke Decker (nee Balderson) of Cedarville, MD, 
passed away in her sleep to be with her Lord in the early hours of 
Wednesday April 8, 2020, with her loving daughter, Sandy, at her 
side.  Phyllis was born September 20, 1925 to Lucius Balderson of 
Warsaw, VA, a street car conductor in Washington D.C. and Alice 
Greer, who was born and raised in Cedarville MD.   
 
Phyllis was raised in Washington D.C. and attended Barnard 
Elementary School near Upshur Street, N.W.  At 11 years old, Phyllis 
contracted Rheumatic Fever, spending most of her 6th grade in bed, 
being tutored at home.  Her father died during that time, and she had 
to be carried to see him.  While she was in high school, she worked 
weekends at Kresge's 5 & 10 cent store.  Following graduation from 
Roosevelt High School in North West Washington DC, she went to 
work for the Office of Price Administration where they made food 
stamps.   
 
Phyllis and her mother visited Cedarville as often as possible, where 
she met her husband, John Ernest “Buddy” Cooke, a long-time family 

resident. Buddy worked at the old Bus Terminal in T.B., then in Indian Head working at the Naval 
Base making powder for bullets needed for the war.  He made the long trip into DC dating; they were 
married December 29, 1942.  Daughter, Sandy, was born in 1944.  
 
In 1948 Buddy and Phyllis bought land on Ashbox Road, in Cedarville where they built a new home, 
and where she lived 72 years until she recently sold her home to live with Sandy.  Buddy passed 
away in January of 1987. 
 
Phyllis then began her 29-year career, as a volunteer at Southern Maryland Hospital in Clinton 
serving 10,000 plus hours.  She was honored to be pictured on the Southern Maryland Hospital 
billboard located on Route 5 just near the Prince George’ County/Charles County line, northbound 
lane.   

Phyllis had been one of the few living Charter and Lifetime members of the Baden VFD & Ladies 
Auxiliary.  As charter members they purchased land, received loans, and wrote the paper work for the 
Charter.  She worked in many of the fundraisers to raise money for the first Fire Department Building 
in the neighborhood.  She served as an officer with the Baden Ladies Auxiliary, served several terms 
on the Board of Directors for the Auxiliary, and she and Buddy were the recipients of the Richard “Rip 
Selby” Memorial Award.   

Phyllis, a blessed woman who put her faith in God, was a lifetime member of Immanuel United 
Methodist Church and the Immanuel United Methodist Women.  Phyllis served and chaired many 
committees and was active with all of their programs and fundraisers.  She was currently the 
Cemetery Chairperson, with help from her daughter, computerizing the burials and openings in the 
cemetery.   

She was a great seamstress, often making and altering clothes and crocheting lovely afghans for 
each of her grandchildren.  She was an excellent cook and up until just several years ago, would 
prepare Easter and Thanksgiving dinners for as many as 22 in her home.   

In 1992, Phyllis began “courting by distance” from a widower in AZ well known to some of the family.  
They closed the distance and began dating. Phyllis and Warren “Bud” Decker were married on 
September 5, 1992 and celebrated 25 years of marriage in September 2017.  Unfortunately, Bud 
passed away October 22, 2017. 

Phyllis is survived by her adoring daughter, Sandy Cross and grandchildren, David (Kathy) Cross Jr. 
(great-grandchildren, Kody, Kaylee, and Kassidy Cross); Michael “Mike” (Jennifer) Cross (great-
grandchildren, Lauren and Michael Cross); Susan (Richard) Sedgwick (great-grandchildren, Taylor 
and Ryan Sedgwick).  She found great comfort in her beautiful and loving cat, Andy. She is also 
survived by her many nieces, nephews, family and friends.  She is pre-deceased by her devoted son-
in-law, David Cross, Sr and great-granddaughter, Ashley Cross.  

A funeral service will not be held due to the circumstances of the COVID-19 Pandemic.  We are sorry 
to be without your friendship and physical comfort, but it is our sincere hope that a Celebration of Her 
Life will be possible in the future.   

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Immanuel Church Cemetery Fund, 17400 
Aquasco Road, Brandywine, MD 20613 or Baden VFD Ladies Auxiliary, 16608 Brandywine Road, 
Brandywine, MD 20613. 


