
March 22, 2020

O.T.  1 Samuel 16:1-13     Responsive Psalm Ps. 23    Epistle 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

The Gospel    John 9:1-,6-17  

This Sunday in the church’s year is the occasion for the reading 

of texts that possess more ordinary value.  The anointing of 

David to be Israel’s king (the first reading) the celebration of the 

love of Yahweh.  Our second reading, Psalm 23 is of the Good 

Shepherd.  The Gospel reading is the narrative of Jesus’ healing 

of the man born blind.  All texts show the people of God have 

turned over and over again for their descriptions of seminal 

events and meanings in the human encounter with God. 

I would like to reflect on two of todays readings.  1 Samuel and 

John 9. 

The reading from Samuel and John contain a similar reference: 

There is an anointing in each one.  David was anointed king to 

lead his people in justice and the blind man was anointed by 

Jesus with mud so that he might see.  In a similar spirit, when 
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we are Baptized, we are anointed by water and the Holy Spirit, 

sealing our status as disciples of Christ. 

Let’s look at light and darkness.  If you were to ask a child the 

difference between light and darkness they might reply:  You 

can see when it’s light; when it’s dark you can’t.  God’s meaning 

of light and darkness are as simple as a child’s and as 

straightforward as the Gospel reading.  Jesus wanted His hearers 

to learn that while they may be subject to physical darkness, 

they can still know the light of faith.  And that someone can see 

the physical world does not mean they are in the light. 

The learned people of Jesus’ day did not quite understand.  They 

failed to see the light and sight of Jesus offered.  What light do 

you walk by?  Where might you be blind even when you think 

you see? 

Beloved in Christ, today more than ever, we must walk by Faith!  

Jesus is the light of the world.                     

God Love You,   

Pastor John +


