
Calendar 
October  7    Joint Worship, 10:00 IM – World Wide Communion 
   Baptism of Austin David Jacks (Brookfield) 
October 16  Wedding IMM – James Roberts and Carrie 
October 22  BI Charge Council Brookfield at 7:00pm 
October 28   BR Harvest Party/Halloween Pty-families & kids  2:30pm     See article 
October 31   Ladies Bingo, BR 12:00pm – CSS Pantry Fundraiser 
 
November  4  Joint Worship BR 10:00am – All Saints Sunday 
   Refreshments, followed by Church Conference 

Election Day – November 6 
Early voting from Thursday Oct 6 – Thurs Nov 1st at Baden Ele School Gym 
 

November 18 Membership Sunday – Immanuel for 2018 -- Baptism 
Honoring 50 years: Catherine Marie Cross, Sharon Funkhouser White, Theresa Mae Young Schewe, 
James Joseph Boswell 25 yrs:  Laura Kay Gibson Grey, Sarah Beth Gibson Reb, Johnathan Wm 
Roberts, Doyle Funkhouser, Ramon Borras  
November 21  Thanksgiving Eve Worship BR 7:00pm 
November 25 Toby’s Dinner Theater – “Little Mermaid” 
 

December  2   Cantata-Joint worship IM 10:30 am/lunch and  
    Dessert Auction 
December 9   Regular Worship Services 9:00 and 11 with Communion 
December 16 Charge Children’s Christmas program 10 am at IMM 
December 23 Service of Carols and Hymns 
December 24  Christmas Eve services IM 6:30pm,  BR 9:00pm 
December 30 Bells and Carols Sunday 

Brookfield-Immanuel Charge 
Sandy Cross, Editor FALL 2018 

REMINDER TO 
ALL  

MEMBERS 
AND FRIENDS 

 
Brookfield Worship Service - 9:00 a.m. Immanuel Worship Service - 11 a.m. 

Immanuel Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. 
+ + + + + + + + + + 



Prayer List 

If you would like a visit from Pastor John, please contact him on his cell at 301-535-9598. 
Sympathy to the families of: 
Don Malkie    Adele Peed 
Immediate Prayer Requests 
Doug Compton   Karol Parr (Kathy Cross’s sister, surgery 10/2)  
Jim Thomas (Pat’s husband, surgery 10/5) 
Jean Richards 
Continued Prayers for: 
Dorothy Abell 
Lauren Bartley 
Connor Bartsch (4-yr old) 
Eleanor Beall  
Angie Benfield 
Sam Bolden 
Shelly Bowie 
Donna Bradshaw 
Mary Bradshaw 
Pete Brunner  
Carl Buckler 
Sharon Buckler 
Ann Canter 
Linda Canter 
Lance Canter 
Nadine Carapetian 
Nancy/Joe Carbonaro 
Wallace Casey 
Fred Christian 
Tracy & Doug Compton Jr. 
Mary Cooksey 
Gary Cox 
Charles Daugherty, Jr 
Phyllis Decker  
Connor Dehen (4 yr old) 
Daniel DeVillier 

Christy Dixon 
Don & Betty Ellis 
Trish Gibson 
Richard Goode 
Wanda Gryszkiewicz  
Ellie Gummere (4 yr old) 
Anthony Holland 
Linde Chappelear Hill 
Cliff & Sue Jenkins 
Peggy Jenkins 
Penny Jenkins 
Frank Jones 
Del Kessler 
Ann & Alex King 
Marcia Kubick 
Allen Landon 
Michael Landon 
Bill Lederer 
Janet Miller 
Miriam Mills 
Emma Moreno 
Mike Moreno 
Robert Morey 
Marilyn Myers 
Katie Norris 
Patsy Parker 

Donald Richards 
Jean Richards 
Jimmy Richards 
Paul Richards 
William P Richards II 
Dwayne Presgrove 
Joan Rosen  
Charlene Sadler 
Bobby Seger 
Maureen Simpson 
Elizabeth Smith 
Peggy Studds 
Rachel & Ben Stultz  
Sarah Sweeney 
Stephanie Tayman 
James (Jim) Thomas 
Warren Thompson 
Sandra Todd 
Jerry Tomlinson 
Peter Townshend 
Eleanor Tucker 
Donald Walker 
Lisa Flynt Walker 
Ronald Walker  
Belinda Windsor 
Sidney Woodruff 

Prayers for Outreach:  Bishop Latrelle Miller-Easterling, Dist. Superintendent Rev. Rebecca Ianicelli, Baden 
School Children & Teachers, Phillips House, The United Methodist Church, U.S. Postal Employees, those 
involved in fires and shootings, our new Pastor, Rev. Dr. John Warren, development of Pre-School/Nursery 
School Plans (3&4 year olds) at Brookfield, All those in North and South Carolina that have been hit by 
the Hurricane, All those in the Philippines, China, South Korea and Japan that have been hit by a 
Typhoon, Earthquake in Indonesia 
Serving in the Military: Ben Blanton-Jacob Borras (Norfolk), Perry Bradford (California)-Travis Brickman-
Nathanial Cook (75th Ranger regiment)-Brian Decker (New Hampshire)- Alyssa Glampie-PJ Grabis (San Antonio, 
TX), Patrick Jenkins-Matthew Kline-Shawn Murphy-Wesley Murry-Ramsey Myers-Richard Myers-Carl Overby-
Liam Overby (Japan)-Derek & Erin Root (North Carolina) -Jay L. Parsons IV-Charles Robertson-Garrett Rogers, 
Allison Schaecher (Oklahoma), Irine Suriyang (Oklahoma) Reuben Sweeney Guard) -Robert Volm (Pensacola, 
flight school) -Kayla Wade (Kentucky)-Trent Watson (Guard) -Jason Webb Nursing 
Home/Rehabilitation/Homebound: Richard Baden (Private Home), Rev. William & Barbara Bice (Home), 
Joseph Borras (Charlotte Hall Veterans), Joy Consolvo (Regency Park Assisted Living in Gambrills), Jane Duvall, 
Junior English (Country Lane), Doyle Funkhouser(home), Doris Lam (Home), Eugene Seger (Charlotte Hall 
Veterans), Elsie Sweeney (Home), Irma Tayman (SagePoint), Bill Teslik (at his sons’ homes), Margaret Willett 
(Charleston Senior Community



From Pastor John+ 
It’s hard to believe that the summer is just about over!   It 
has been busy at Brookfield-Immanuel Charge.  We look 
forward to Warm Nights, our Church Conference, World 
Communion Sunday, Weddings and Baptisms, Harvest 
Party, Halloween Party, Membership Sunday, Toby’s 

Dinner Theater, our joint Thanksgiving  Eve Service, All Saints Sunday, Advent 
Celebration ,Our Community CANTATA, Charge Children’s program, Christmas Eve 
Services, and Bells and Carols Sunday.  So, the question is-- what is a Church?  So 
often the life of a church is seen in the oddest ways.  Is it rich?  Is it full?  It is 
successful?  Do I like the minister, the music, the service, the hymns, the architecture? 

Yet the Church is none of these things.  When we talk about what the Church is, when 
we fall back on what the Creed says.  It is the community of the New Covenant/ 
Testament.  It is the body of which Christ is the Head.  It is the People of God; the New 
Israel; a Holy nation; a Royal Priesthood; the pillar and ground of truth.  It is One, Holy 
Universal Church. 

But every one of these phrases rests upon the dwelling of the Spirit upon God’s chosen 
people.  We proclaim that we “believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,” and 
it is that great gift that makes the Church different from any other group or organization. 

Without the moving of the Holy Spirit, we have no life.  Without the gift of life, we are 
accounted dead before God, for the Holy Spirit, as promised by our Blessed Lord, is to 
strengthen the Church so it can do God’s saving work in the world, and it is to lead the 
Church into the ultimate reality of Emmanuel, God with us, that is truth.  And it is the 
Church, the body of Christ that the Holy Spirit comes. 

So, if you wish to judge the Church, ask not what it does -- but what it has -- and pray: 
“Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, and lighten with celestial fire – Teach us to know 
the Father, Son and Thee, of both, to be but one.”  For it is only in the life of the Holy 
Spirit that there is life at all, and NOTHING can replace or substitute or anything else at 
all but that life, that abundant life found in God and revealed by His Son, Jesus Christ. 

I pray that as a Charge we continue to strive to be an inclusive Christian community, 
strengthened by our diverse faith traditions, that comes together to worship God, to 
further spiritual growth, and to minister to each other, the community, and the world 
through active Christian commitment. 

                                                                              Grace & Peace, 

                                                                                Pastor John +                



Cherry Lynn Tarbox has shared information with us that has become available to her as 
a postal employee.  Read her comments:  A lot of changes are occurring in the tax cut 
that was announced.  A lot of business expenses that were allowed last year will not be 
allowed this year.  The USPS put this out this morning.  One thing that went 
up is charitable donations.  Changes in current tax laws may prompt givers 
to increase their charitable donations.  Just a thought.  The links are to IRS not to the 
Post office. 

  Paycheck checkup 
Employees should review federal withholding 
today at 9:01 a.m.  

 
By checking your withholding now, experts say you can avoid an unexpected bill or penalty at tax 
time. 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) wants USPS and other employees to review 
their federal income tax withholding. 

Several tax law changes took effect this year. By checking your withholding now, you 
can avoid an unexpected bill or penalty at tax time. 

According to the IRS, it’s especially important to check your withholding if you: 

• Are a two-income family 
• Have two or more jobs at the same time 
• Work a seasonal job or only work part of the year 
• Claim credits like the child tax credit 
• Have dependents age 17 or older 
• Itemized your deductions on your 2017 return 
• Have high income or a complex tax return 
• Had a large tax refund or tax bill for 2017 

Baptism of Austin David Jacks of the Brookfield Congregation 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeffrey Jacks and Cynthia Cruz, 
parents; Bonnie Jacks, grandmother - 
nephew of Shirley and David Burnett 

 
14-year old Austin is  

Kneeling at the altar rail 
 

https://link.usps.com/2018/03/07/tax-withholding-update/


This year we chose the theme 
“SHIPWRECKED”.    

 
With a group of 24 “Castaways”, we 
navigated through the many ways Jesus 

rescues us from the times in life when we feel “lonely”, when 
we “worry”, when we “struggle”, when we “do wrong”, and 
when we feel “powerless”.   The kids and staff enjoyed 
singing, Bible stories, crafts, and other activities that helped us 
all to know that each time and through every situation Jesus 
comes to the rescue.   (article by Linda Grabis) 

 

 

 

 



Did you know ….. 
…Mellie has sold enough honey this spring/summer, (with a few 
donations) donating ½ of her proceeds totaling $1,606.30 toward the 
upstairs HVAC system for the children.  Thank you so much Mellie.  Your 
dedication to the children is a blessing to our church. 

… There is a new Justice Center just opened in Upper Marlboro – It is for 
survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, human trafficking, or elder abuse victims 
– 301-780-8008 

…Jerry and Joyce Sweeney just attended their 58th High School Class Reunion.  
There were 27 present.  (Jerry said there were a lot of older people there.) 

…Phyllis Decker of IMM celebrated her 93rd birthday on September 20.   

…Irma Tayman of BR celebrated her 90th birthday October 4. Happy Birthday Ladies!!!   

…Parsonage Interior Painting - Thanks so much to the folks that helped paint:  
Wanda and Bo, Danny and Jill (Ivy and Lilly), Vic and Linda, Grace, Nicole, and Pastor 
John.  Thanks to Cliff Jenkins for donating the cost of the paint and paint supplies!! 

…Parsonage back deck – thanks to Ray and Wayne cleaned, repaired and refinished 
the deck. 

…Baden Strong – Debbie Cooke shared with us that the Immanuel United Methodist 
Women raised AND DONATED over $900 in their bake sale on that Saturday!! 

…Baden Strong – Wanda Gryszkiewicz, Chair of the Event, shared with us that the 
Baden Strong Day with all its events and donations raised over $27,000 and money 
continues to come in.  This money will be donated to the American Foundation of 
Suicide Prevention Program 

…Aquasco Post Office closed for good on September 24, 2018.  All PO Boxes were 
moved to Hughesville Post Office. 

…Copies of the Nominations Lists can be found in the vestibule of each church. 

…Congratulations to Allison Schaecher on her engagement to Bryce Mollman!!! 

…Proud of Ivy Phillips 
winning the Initiative Award at 
her school!! 

…Congratulations to Wanda 
Gryszkiewicz on receiving the 
Baden Day Hometown Hero 
Award 



Laity Sunday  2018 
Brookfield hosted the Laity Service this year.  Always a joyful and well attended service 
(approximately 80) filled the church with love and the Holy Spirit.  Our newly assigned 
Pastor John Warren and his family attended and were delighted by the participation of 
our congregations.  The theme this year was “Spiritual Gifts”.  We opened the service 
with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Landon and Peyton Lee, followed by Becky Angst 
playing a beautiful piano rendition of “Gifts of Love”.  Kami and Brooke Lee sang “Yes, 
Come to Jesus”, accompanied on the guitar by Landon Lee.  Beautiful!!!  Shirley Burnett 
from Brookfield gave us a great message “It Only Takes One” to make a difference in 
your church.  Chip Lee from Immanuel shared his wonderful experience as a Boy Scout 
Leader, participation as a coach and how personally satisfying this was to him.  Judie 
Gibson, with her enthusiasm, led our children’s message that was enjoyed by adults as 
well.  Kami and Bill once again inspired everyone with their duet “Press On”.  As we 
have done past Laity services, we honored our volunteers.  This year Immanuel 
recognized Ray Borras, Wayne Cross and Joe Richards for their dedication to 
Immanuel’s Church cemeteries.  Brookfield recognized Shirley Burnett for her 
leadership and planning of our monthly contribution to S. O. M. E. and our annual Tea 
Fundraiser to the Baden Food Pantry.  The Naylor Needlers then presented a 
handmade lap quilt to be given to Irma Tayman, asking her family to come forward for 
Blessing by Pastor John. 

For everyone who participated in the planning and participation of this meaningful and 
uplifting service, we of the Worship Committee, “Thank You”.  More importantly, we 
must thank God for our gifts and talents which we share with each other.  Go and be a 
peaceful presence in the World and embrace our heavenly blessings around us each 
day.    By joyce Sweeney 

 



 

Special thanks and a gift certificate was also given to Vi Lee for the generous use of the 
Lee Pavilion this year for our Sunrise and summer services. 

 



Unity Ministry Churches Participate in 

Prince George’s County Temporary Shelter Program 
Warm Nights 

 
The Hypothermia/Hyperthermia Program is a faith-based emergency shelter program.  
The shelter rotates weekly to faith based 
organizations throughout Prince George’s County.  
Homeless women, children, and men are sheltered 
from 7pm to 7am and are transported to and from the 
shelter to designated pick up locations.  [The Warm 
Nights program is a rotating emergency shelter, 
which serves, on average, 10,000 meals and 7,000 
bednights each winter to homeless individuals and 
families.]  Prince George’s County has contracted 
with Community Crisis Services, Inc. (CSSI) to 
manage the temporary shelters and provide transportation and other services for the 
guests, including finding jobs and permanent housing. 

Unity Ministries was organized years ago when we became active in UMCOR 
Volunteers in Mission trips during the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina.  It was originally comprised of 
members from Nottingham Myers, Christ, 
Immanuel and Brookfield Churches.  Together we 
were able to form teams to travel to areas that 
needed our help making homes safe for families 
that could not afford to pay for repairs. Unity 
Ministries also became very active in the Prince 
George’s County Christmas in April program.  As 
time went on, Clinton and Asbury Churches joined 
Unity Ministries to work with Christmas in April. 

Unity Ministries has 
been looking for other 
avenues of outreach in 
our community.  We 
were aware of this 
program, sometimes 
known as Warm 
Nights, and when 
Nottingham Myers 
volunteered their 

building to be used for the shelter, planning began in 
earnest.  Unity Ministries provided the food for breakfast and 



lunch, drinks, and paper products.  Each church provided part of the first Sunday night 
dinner, side dishes for the Saturday cookout, and one complete meal during the week.  
Immanuel provided a spaghetti dinner on Monday night, and Brookfield prepared pot 
roast and trimmings Friday night.  Members from our churches came to dinner several 
nights and enjoyed fellowship with members of the other churches, as well as our 
guests.   

Thank you to everyone who participated in this event.  There were certainly a few 
glitches here and there, but for the most part the biggest problem we had was too much 
food.  This was a unique opportunity to minister directly to our neighbors in need.  We 
learned a lot and hopefully if we participate again next year (we have already been 
asked to continue, and personally I hope we do) it will go even smoother.   

If anyone would like to join Unity Ministries, we meet the third Monday of each month.  
The next meeting will be October 15th, 7pm, at Nottingham Myers, and the main topic of 
discussion will be a review of Warm Nights.  We welcome all opinions.   

By Wanda Wade, Brookfield Representative to Unity Ministries 

 

 

Honey, Let’s Bake Bread 

Immanuel, Oct 20, 2 pm – Honey Wheat – contact Mellie 
Landon (301-888-9143 & leave message)   

Bring:  2 qt mixing bowl, measuring cups/spoons, wire 
whisk (optional), 5 x 9” bread pan (not a flimsy pan) Dish towel, apron (optional) $3,50 
cover cost of ingredients – about 2 ½ hours bread will be ready to take home and bake 
– just in time for supper!! 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Honey Gingerbread  350 degrees for 35 min.  

Beat together: 
  ½ c shortening, 1/3 c sugar  
  1 egg, ¾ c honey 
Combine in small bowl: 
  2 c flour, 2 tsp baking powder 
  ½ tsp salt, ½ tsp baking soda 
  2 tsp ginger, 1 tsp cinnamon, ¼ tsp cloves 
Add to flour mixture in thirds,   
  Alternating with 1 c sour milk*  
Bake in 8” square pan (greased and floured)         
+for Sour milk – put 1 Tablespoon lemon juice         
  In 1 c measure, fill with milk 



BIRTHS 

      Congratulations to Wayne and Cathy Cross 
on their second great-grandchild, Liam Michael 
Weaver, son of Melissa & Michael Weaver, 
grandson of Michael & Mary (Cross)  Navarre.  
Liam was born on September 7.  Pictured here is 
Liam with his big sister, Kiera in their home in 
Florida. 

 

Baptism 

CALEB MICHAEL 
REB, son of Sarah 
(Gibson) and 
Michael Reb, was 
baptized on Sunday 
September 23.  
Godparents Laura 
(Gibson) Grey and 
Danny Gibson, 
along with family 
and friends, 
welcomed Caleb into the family of God.  

 

 

 

to our newest member at 
Immanuel – Nicole 
Bradshaw and her 
daughters, Nevaeh 

Hodges and Zakiyah Bradshaw will become a part 
of the preparatory member list for Immanuel. 

 



 

Sunday School Attendance Awards and Teacher Recognition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Teachers and students lead the congregation in singing 

Judie Gibson, Cherry and Gary Tarbox (Linda Grabis could not be there) were the 
teachers present.  Pastor John thanked them for their dedication and teaching. 

Judie presented the following attendance pins:  Arwen Overby & Rose Brew 1 year, Lily 
Phillips 2 years, Ivy Phillips & Ronan Overby 3 years, and Zakiyah Bradshaw is 
attending toward her first pin.  Several students were not able to attend. 

Nomination of 
Church/Charge Officers for   

2019 
 

Requests to Sandy and 
Wanda by 10/15 

It’s a New Year with Pastor John…… 
...he would like to request that ALL Chairpersons of a 
Committee or Trustees remain in office for the coming 
year!!!   
 
…he would like to see Immanuel’s committees/trustees 
expanded to have members, not to exceed 3 or 4 each. 
 
…Pastor John would like to ask if there is anyone that 
would like to be on a committee at either church, please 
contact him or the church administrators:  Wanda Wade 
(BR) or Sandy Cross (IMM). 



THE ELEPHANT IN THE OFFERING PLATE   Anne Miller (Ontario, Canada)   

The organist played and everyone stood to sing.  The ushers 
processed slowly to the front of the church, carrying the offering 
plates.  Everything was just as it should be except one thing: A 
fuzzy stuffed elephant sat on top of one of the offering plates.  
The sight of the stuffed elephant combined with the serious faces 

of the ushers and minister almost made me laugh out loud. 
 
The minister prayed, offering the gifts to God, and the service continued.  I sat thinking 
about that elephant and have thought about it since.  What if it were the only thing that 
the giver had to give?  It could have been something valuable to that person, a personal 
sacrifice. 
 
Our gifts are not just our money, but also our possessions and our time, our talents and 
abilities, our love and care, our energy and passions.  We are each unique in what we can 
offer to God.  Who am I to laugh at an elephant in an offering plate?  Something I offer 
might surprise someone else.  But it doesn’t matter because the gifts are for God, who 
cares less about exactly what gifts were give than about our attitude as we give them.  We 
pray, dear God, to be cheerful givers every day – pleasing you with our generosity and joy.    
 

 
Pastor Appreciation Day 

 
Baltimore Washington Conference 
sets aside the month of October for 
churches to honor their pastor’s in 
some way.  Sunday, October 27 was 
a charge service, and both churches 
participated in a litany of thanks as 
well as cards.  Cards of appreciation 
can be sent to the pastor at any time 
during the month c/o the church 
address.   
 
Thank you pastor, for all that you do 
and for the gift of your ministry to 
Brookfield and Immanuel.  
 
  

 



Brookfield-Immanuel Charge 
c/o Sandy @ 13801 Martin Road 
Brandywine, MD 20613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER: Annual Charge Conference is now called CHURCH 
Conference.  It’s the time of year when we meet with our 

District Superintendent or her appointee to give reports 
on the status of your church.  This year the date has 
been set for Sunday, November 2 at Brookfield, 

following worship and refreshments.  Meeting set for    
 1 p.m.  The meeting will be convened by 
 Pastor Connie Smith. 

 

 

 


