
Brookfield-Immanuel Charge 
Sandy Cross, Editor FALL 2017 

REMINDER TO 
ALL  

MEMBERS 
AND FRIENDS 

 
Brookfield Worship Service - 8:30 a.m. Immanuel Worship Service - 11 a.m. 

Immanuel and Charge Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.  
+ + + + + + + + + + 

 Brookfield-Immanuel Charge – Calendar - 2017 
 STANDARD WEEKLY EVENTS 

Bible Study Class – Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at Brookfield – contact Jan Sweeney 
PB&J Sunday – Second Sunday – following morning worship at Brookfield 
Walking Group – Mon, Wed, and Fri – 8:00 a.m. at Cedarville State Forest – contact 
Judie Gibson or Jean Grimes 
Naylor Needlers – Wednesdays – 1 pm at Brookfield.- contact Joyce Sweeney 
Painting Group – Saturday – 8 am to 12 Noon – at Brookfield.  Contact Jan Sweeney for 
“location of the week” 
DECEMBER 

 
 3 – CHRISTMAS CANTATA, 

Combined Service at 
Immanuel at 10:30  
a.m. followed by Lite 
Lunch and Dessert 
Auction -  First 

Sunday of Advent 
 
11 – Regular Worship Services at 8:30 
a.m. and 11 a.m. 

 
18 – CHILDREN’S PLAY 
Combined Service at 
Immanuel at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by Lite Lunch and 

Christmas Party with Santa 
 

24   Christmas Eve Morning is on 
Sunday- one service at Brookfield at 
10 a.m. 
 
24  Christmas Eve EVENING services  

 
6:30 pm Immanuel  
 
9 pm Brookfield 
 

 
31 December-Carols and Bells  

 
 



 
  

Add Laddie Townshend to our prayer list.   
Joyce reported that Cindy Casey is back in the hospital and seriously in need of prayers.  Prayers for 
Jimmy Richards, Eleanor Beall. 

Randy Bradford asked prayers for his military grandson listed below – being sent to Syria. 



 
Prayer List 

Sympathy to the families of: 
Bud Decker 10.29.17 .................  Catherine Windsor 10.29.17   Fred Gonzales 11.5.17 
 
Prayers for:

Dorothy Abell 
Allen & Irine 
Lauren Bartley 
Connor Bartsch (2-yr old-2nd 
cancer re-occurrence) 
Michelle Bowie 11.5.17 
Mary Bradshaw 
Tom & Barbara Cain 
Ellen Duvall Camargo 
Linda Canter 
Lance Canter 
Nadine Carapetian 
Nancy/Joe Carbonaro 
Cindy Casey 11.12.17 
Fred Christian 
Mary Cooksey 
Joe Cross 
Sandy Cross 11.12.17 
Charles Daugherty, Jr 
Phyllis Decker  
Connor Dehen (18 mo old 
w/cancer) 

Kathy Dempster 11.12.17 
Daniel DeVillier 
Diane Duvall  
Thelma Jean Duvall  
Doyle Funkhouser 
Emily Gervais 
Richard Goode 10.29.17 
Earl Griffin 11.5.17 
Ellie Gummere 
Barbara Hall 
Cliff & Sue Jenkins 
Peggy Jenkins 
Penny Jenkins 
Alex Jones 
Frank Jones 
Marion King 
Miriam Mills 
Emma Moreno 
 Donald & Evelyn Richards 
Jean Richards 
Paul Richards 
William P Richards II 

Sawyer 11.12.17 
Pete Schaecher 
Bobby Seger 
Sandi Seger  
Nito Slack 
Mary Lee Smith 
Betty Sparks 
Ben Stultz  
Sandra Todd 
Jerry Tomlinson 
Nina Voehl 10.29.17 
Bo Wachter 11.12.17 
Donald Walker 
Lisa Walker 10.29.17 
Ronald Walker  
Evelyn Watson  
Phil Wason 11.12.17 
Katherine Windsor 
Belinda Windsor 
Jimmy Young 

 
Special Prayer focus: Ask God to send us 60 children to our charge Sunday School/VBS 
program (and their families too of course)! 

Prayers for Outreach:  Bishop Latrelle Miller-Easterling, Dist. Superintendent Rev. Rebecca Ianicelli, Baden 
School Children, Phillips House, our country, The United Methodist Church, that God might change the 
hearts of those who hate, Those affected by hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Maria, the town of Sutherland Springs      

Serving in the Military: Ben Blanton-Jacob Borras (Norfolk), Perry Bradford(San Diego)-Travis Brickman-
Nathanial Cook(75th Ranger regiment)-Brian Decker (New Hampshire)-Jacob Friedman-Alyssa Glampie-
Patrick Jenkins-Matthew Kline-Shawn Murphy-Wesley Murry-Ramsey Myers-Richard Myers-Carl Overby-
Liam Overby (Japan)-Derek & Erin Root (North Carolina) -Jay L. Parsons IV-Charles Robertson-Garrett 
Rogers, Allison Schaecher (Oklahoma), Reuben Sweeney-Robert Volm(Quantico)-Kayla Wade (South 
Korea)-Trent Watson-Jason Webb 

 
Nursing Home/Rehabilitation/Homebound: Richard Baden (Private Home), Rev. William & Barbara Bice 
(Home), Joseph Borras (Charlotte Hall Veterans Home), Harue Boswell (son’s home), Joy Consolvo 
(Home), Jane Duvall, Junior English (Home on Country Lane), Doris Lam (Home), Helen Martin(home) 
Eugene Seger (Charlotte Hall Veterans Home), Elsie Sweeney (Home),Irma Tayman (daughter’s home) 
Loine Wilkinson (Home)   



 
Advent/ Christmas 2017 

Dear Family and Friends in Christ, The busyness of this season 
seems to have started especially early this year.  At times it can be 
overwhelming and (annoying!) to hear Christmas music before 
Halloween!  

A few minutes ago, I read again, a letter I wrote to you a couple of years ago—it reminds me of 
all the BEST reasons we enter in to this season of busyness preparation—it reminded me to just 
breathe—to take a quiet moment to prepare my heart and to remember why I do what I do.  I 
hope you too will find some quiet moments to prepare your hearts and remember as well. Below 
is that letter in its entirety:  

“We are now entering into a sacred and holy time, the season of Advent.  The word advent 
means “arrival”.  Arrival…that means someone is coming.  What do we do when we expect 
company? To start, we clean house, shop for good food and delicious treats.  We dust off the 
old cookbooks and begin preparing the best meals we can possibly manage for our guest.  We 
invite family, friends, and neighbors to join us.  

When we look forward to having a guest, we want that person to be comfortable, and we hope 
that they will enjoy spending time with us.  We do any less for a guest would be disrespectful 
and rude    would not think of doing anything except our best.  So, we take time to make our 
homes, and our hearts ready, to show hospitality to our guest. 

If the word Advent means “arrival,” that means we are expecting a guest.  Who are we 
expecting?  The baby Jesus in Bethlehem?  We certainly remember the birth of the baby Jesus, 
however, Jesus was born over two thousand years ago!  Is that all Christmas is—remembering 
something from the past? 

While we remember his birth, Jesus also made a promise to his disciples—he sent the Holy Spirit 
to be with us now, equipping and guiding us to be holy and to live lives according to the gospel.   

In addition, Jesus made another promise to all believers who came after him, which, by the way, 
includes us!  Jesus said that he would return to claim them, and us, his church.  Jesus told his 
disciples to always be ready, because no one knows the day of the hour of his arrival.  

This is the Advent, the “arrival” for which we are called to prepare.  The return of the risen 
Christ!  Do we expect Christ to come again?  Do we live as if we do?  Do we look forward to 
Christ’s arrival?  How are we preparing for the arrival of this Holy Guest? 

Advent is holy time, a time set apart from the rest of the calendar year, when we remember all the 
promises of God in Christ.  It is a time for us to make all things ready, to clean our spiritual 
houses, dust off our bibles, and prepare our hearts, minds, bodies, and spirits to offer our very 
best hospitality.  We remember and prepare to welcome the Risen Christ who is our long-
expected Guest.  

I pray that each of you will take time to prepare.  How do we prepare?  We prepare for Christ’s 
arrival by renewing our faith through the practice of spiritual disciplines: worship, prayer, 
reading, and study of scripture, generous giving, and service to neighbor and partaking of the 
sacraments.  I hope you will make space for quiet time each day in the midst of all the busyness 
to pray, reflect and joyfully give thanks for the amazing gift given us by God.  

We celebrate a Savior who has walked in our shoes who understands our pain and wants us to 
be with him forever.  Thanks be to God.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the Highest!”        PBJ, (peace blessings and joy)  Pastor Marianne   



 
 Leonard F. Hanson, 96, of Upper Marlboro passed away 
October 16, 2017.  He was born August 12, 1921, in Wild Horse 
Valley, Nebraska, to John Edwin and Sophia (Nelson) Hanson. 
Leonard was raised in Wild Horse Valley and graduated from 
Gothenburg High School in 1941.  Following high school, Leonard 
attended the University of Nebraska at Lincoln for a few months 
before being drafted into the U.S. Army in December of 1941.  
Leonard served as a bomber pilot during WWII and  

was stationed in England.  He survived 31 missions and was awarded the Bronze Star and Air 
Medal during his time in the war. Leonard was honorably discharged in 1945 and went back to 
the University of Nebraska and graduated in 1948.  Following his graduation, he re-enlisted 
in the U.S. Air Force and served in Korea.  Leonard remained on active duty until 1957 and 
was on reserve until his retirement in 1969 as Lieutenant Colonel. 
 

Leonard married Carlotta Randolph in 1956, and they 
moved to Maryland in 1968.  He was employed as a 
manager with Gold Line Bus Company, retiring in 1978.  In 
1977, Leonard and Carlotta bought a farm in Upper 
Marlboro, Maryland, where he farmed and raised cattle for 
35 years.  He was a member of Brookfield United 
Methodist Church.  He enjoyed playing chess and golf and 
had a passion for farming and raising cattle. 

 
Leonard was preceded in death by 
his wife Carlotta Hanson, sister Viola 
Hanson, and brother Vernon Hanson. 

  He is survived by daughters Ruth Clare and husband John of 
Soldotna, Alaska; Janet Sweeney and husband Randy of Upper 
Marlboro, Maryland; son James Hanson of Upper Marlboro, 
Maryland; grandchildren Meri Proffen and husband Ben, Hannah 
Clare, Reuben Sweeney, Rachel Sweeney, Sam Sweeney and wife 
Sarah, Erik Hanson, 
and Vernon Hanson; 
 and great-grand- 
children Lars Proffen,  
Jessie Mae and  
Jaclyn Rae Sweeney,  
and sister Ruth  
Westerbeck of Dallas,  
Texas.

 
 

 

 



 

Warren Leonard 
“Bud” Decker 
was born on July 
10, 1923 in Lima, 
Ohio, the fifth child 
(and fourth son) to 
Katherine (Kittie) 
Anthony Decker and 

William Decker.  The Decker families 
were located both in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, and the children often 
spent summers in PA with relatives.   
 
The family moved to Washington, DC 
when Bud’s father took a job working at 
the Navy Yard.  In his early years, Bud 
belonged to the Boys Club of 
Washington, DC (Southeast Branch) 
that was sponsored by the Washington 
Times Newspaper.  Bud has a program 
from the Boys Club Christmas Banquet 
of December 29, 1937, that folds out like 
a huge map, and lists all of the 
newspaper boys and their seating for 
that banquet.  Each of the boys was 
given a photo of the first Redskins team 
that year.  Bud had it framed and it 
hangs proudly on the wall in Sandy’s 
garage.   
 
Bud attended Eastern High School in 
Northwest Washington D.C. and 
graduated in 1943.  In years to come, 
Bud would learn that Helen Martin (Mrs. 
Merv) and Philip O. Hutton, Sr. had 
graduated that same year, same school. 
When World War II started, Bud and two 
high school friends, Ray Palfrey and 
Niles Blackwell, decided to join the 
military before they were drafted so they 
could choose which branch of the 
service they wanted.  Bud was 
interested in the Navy. 
 
Bud was sent to Bainbridge for boot 
camp, then was stationed in Boston, 
Massachusetts for training as a 
Machinist Mate.  He was sent to Norfolk, 
Virginia, where he was then assigned to 

the USS Maddox.  
One of the close 
calls he 
remembers was 
when a Japanese 
plane dropped a 
torpedo that luckily 
missed hitting the 
ship, but passed 
under the ship 
(near where he 
worked) as it was 

watched on radar.  After that, he decided 
to train as an Electrician’s Mate. 
 
Bud always carried a Bible with him.  As 
he was reading one evening in his bunk 
on the ship, some of the men were 
watching him, and he asked them to join 
him.  That started a Bible Study Group.  
He would continue to attend Sunday 
school and Bible Studies at his church, 
Immanuel United Methodist in Baden.  
He would also proudly wear his USS 
Maddox hat when venturing out and 
would feel honored when people would 
stop him and thank him for his service.  
Quite often, others would stop and share 
their experiences while serving in the 
military. 
Around 1990, while both Bud and Phyllis 
were single, a mutual attraction 
occurred.  After phone calls, letters and 
visits back and forth from AZ to MD, Bud 

proposed 
to Phyllis 
in AZ, 
then flew 
back to 
MD to 
ask 
Sandy for 

her mother’s hand in marriage.  This 
past September 5, they celebrated 25 
years of a wonderful marriage. 
 
Bud became an active member of the 
Immanuel United Methodist Church in 
Baden and belonged to the Methodist 



 
Men’s Group.  Bud volunteered at 
Southern Maryland Hospital.  When the 
hospital had special volunteer days, he 
would “man” the table for the 
scholarship fund.  He collected more 
donations than anyone else. 
 
Throughout his life Bud had several jobs 
including working with the Pennsylvania 
Railroad and operating the Decker 
Vending business.  He enjoyed fishing, 
hunting, bird watching, family activities, 
and his Thursday afternoon date playing 
chess with his good friend, Bill Teslick 
 
Bud Decker went to be with his Lord on 
Sunday, October 22, 2017, surrounded 
by his loving family.  He was 94 years 
old.  In addition to his parents, Bud was 
preceded in death by his daughter, 
Debra Lynn Decker; brothers, Albert, 
Willis (Bill), and Joseph Decker; as well 
as his best friends, Ray Palfrey and 
Niles Blackwell.   

He is survived by his loving and devoted 
wife of 25 years, Phyllis Cooke Decker; 
daughter, Sandra Cross; his sister Eva 
Atwood of Sun City, AZ; sister-in-law, 
Alberta Cross Decker of Glendale, AZ; 
grandchildren Dave and Kathy Cross, 
Michael and Jennifer Cross, Susan and 

Richard Sedgwick; great grandchildren 
Kody Cross, Lauren Cross, Taylor 
Sedgwick, Kaylee Cross, Kassidy 
Cross, Michael Cross, Ryan Sedgwick, 
and many nieces and nephews. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Phyllis Decker and Sandy Cross would like to express their deep 
and sincere thanks to our family and friends for your love and 
support during the time of illness and loss of our dear, Bud Decker.  
Bud’s church and family meant so much to him, and it he would 
have been [and we are] humbled by the many that attended his 
service, sent notes and cards, brought food, and visited.  He was 
also very, very proud of his military service, and we know when he 
saw the military presenters, he would have tearfully said “they did 
this for me?”  He was such a humble, loving, and caring man, and 
we will miss him so much. 

 
Immanuel Trustees have had the rotted trees removed from corner of cemetery 
and beside the back porch of the Sunday School building.  Thanks to Wayne Cross and 
Joe Richards for removal of the wood.  Donations Welcome to help cover the cost. 

 



 
Annual Church Conference held at “Farming for Hunger” farm 

in Benedict, MD this year 
 
District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Rebecca  Iannacelli, spent a few minutes with 
each of the five churches represented at the Annual Church Conference 
confirming their yearly reports, making time for a special presentation by Bernie 
Fowler.  Mr. Fowler gave us a tour of the facility and folks even participated in the 
making of “bags of seeds” to be given to the children in the spring to plant.  
Several groups went out into the vegetable field that was close to the facility and 
picked quite a few buckets of tomatoes.  Mr. Fowler explained the in-mate 
program used at the facility, and one of the inmates, RICO, explained how the 
program had changed his life. 

 
2017 Confirmation Class 

Brooke, Landon & Peyton Lee and Rose Brew 
I stopped at the hall to visit this year’s confirmation 
class and was given a great tour of the progress of this 
class.  I interrupted their lesson time as they were 
viewing a video as Pastor Marianne directed them to 
the church hymnal for 
further information.  
(Landon was at a 
school function.)  
They shared several 
projects with me.  The 

first was a painted tree trunk with branches.  Then 
there was a box with leaves that were attached as 

significant learnings 
occurred.  Two 
tables on the far side 
of the room were being filled by donations from 
members of the church toward the Confirmation Class 
Mission Project, “To provide 50 clients of CSS with 
bags of specific personal items”.  You are invited to 
attend a service in their honor on Sunday, November 
26 at 11 a.m. at Immanuel, followed by a light 
luncheon. 



 

Sunday School “Scoop” 
    By Judie Gibson 

 
+ November 26 (following church and lunch in the 

fellowship hall), children are invited to help decorate the church 
for Christmas. 

+ December 10-Nativity Recap - We will have a Shepherd’s Night supper, fun activities 
and sharing time during Sunday School. 
+ December 17-Children’s program during the joint worship service “Round Back” 
performed by the children with help from the congregation. Christmas celebration to 
follow in the fellowship hall. 
Coming in January 
Adult Bible Study during Sunday School time 
Mission planning-how to use the Noisy Can Offering 
Children’s study of David 
 
Teacher Coverage: January 21 and 28 
If you would like to teach class on either of these dates, please let Linda, Cherry 
Lynn or Judie know. You will be provided with all the materials and plans 
necessary to teach the lesson. We promise it will be painless! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 

Children’s Time 
 

 
 
 
 

 
a 

closer 
look 
at 

jar → 



 

Laity Sunday 
BY Joyce Sweeney 

Traditionally, Laity Sunday is the opportunity for the planning and compilation of the 
entire service by the members of our Worship Committee, our leaders and the members 
of our congregations.  Because we have chosen to celebrate Laity Sunday on a joint 
worship Sunday, both Brookfield and Immanuel have the responsibility for providing 
every aspect of the service.  This years’ service was held at Immanuel and the theme 

chosen was "God's Gift of Music".  Once again God's love was 
ever present bringing many of our congregations, friends, 
relatives, and community together in attendance.  We as a 
church are so blessed by the wonderful gift of music within our 
churches and community.  For those attending, they would 
agree, there are no words to describe how extraordinary and 
abundant the grace and glory of God's presence was in our 
church that day.  
 
From the beginning of the service, 
everyone was in anticipation of the 
"order of worship". Many of our 
congregants and community 

participated.  Most apparent was the Lee family -- Landon 
provided the " Introit" on bells; Peyton led the "Call to Worship" 
and the Morning Prayer; "Morning Has Broken" was sung by 
Cami and Brooke; Chip provided the "Invitation to Give and the 
Offertory Prayer.  Brooke assisted Pastor with Communion.  
"Glorify Thy Name" was played as our Prelude by Becky Angst.  
Our Sunday school children provided us with a musical 
selection before Judie Gibson gave a most interactive 
message to our children, a beautiful perspective of how "Jesus 
Gets Excited When We Pray"'.  
 

The message was provided by 
Becky Angst, Bill Bice and Sandy 
Cross. They each shared their 
personal and poignant stories 
regarding music in their lives. 
Each one told the most beautiful 
story in their own way regarding 
the affect and effect God's gift of 
music has meant to them.  
Everyone was so touched and 
felt connected to how much we 
are blessed to have Becky, Bill 
and Sandy as part of our church 

community.  A very special "thank you" to Becky for the wonderful piano prelude; Bill for 
his solo; and Sandy for her Offertory hymn "The Lighthouse".  For those of you who 
were unaware, we were treated to a special presentation of "The Garland Waltz" by 
Tchaikovsky on the flute by Jill Philips, assisted by her daughter Lily. The choir, joined 
by community members, sang the Anthem "Fill My Cup Lord".   



 

To all other participants who shared in this exceptional day, we 
honor and thank you. The service was impressive, most 
especially, because of the length...approximately 2 hours!!  No 
one in attendance minded the least bit...always in anticipation 
of what was coming NEXT!  Of course, it helped to have a 
delicious spaghetti luncheon waiting for everyone in the church 
hall.  Thanks to everyone who contributed to the ending of a 
most blessed and beautiful day. Lastly, we must thank God for 
those who continue to share their gifts and talents, as well as 
their love of music to the glory of God.  It is good to Praise the 
Lord and make music to you name, O Most High.  God Bless!   

   

 

Familiar Face?? 

Cliff Jenkins (of Brookfield 
Church) has written a book 
entitled “My First 85 Years”.  
This photo found him in his 
“Top Hat” holding his book.   

Cliff’s book is just delightful!  
It is full of stories and 
antidotes shared down 
through his family line for 
several generations.  Not 
only that, his stories and a 
famous Post Paper comic 
strip verify his family’s part 
in making history.  He and 
Sue are avid collectors of 
the early vehicles, Sue 
having received one as a 

Christmas present.  Cliff was well known for his restoration talents.  He has 
been a leader in this field and praised for his knowledge, leadership and 
abilities.  If you would like a book, please let me (Sandy) know, or Cliff and 
Sue.  The cost is $ 15.  

 



 
Did you know that Landon 
Lee is a member of the La 
Plata Marching Band.  He 
plays percussion – which 
means drums, bells, cymbals, 
and probably several other 
instruments.  La Plata 

competed and won the Band State Championship.  
Congratulations Landon!!!  We are proud of you!!!!! 

Congratulations to Lauren Cross on being accepted in the CSM Nursing Program!! 

Congratulations to Ryan Sedgwick on being accepted in the Anne Arundle National 
Honor Society and the Math National Honor Society. 

The Lee family announced that Peyton and his football team [Mechanicsville 
Braves] will be playing in the National Championships at Daytona. FL this week!!! 

Young Benny Richards received an award at school this week for “helping others”.   

Rumor has it that there is an “angel” going around leaving chocolate cakes in 
Aquasco.   (If you know of one of our students we could share an event about, please let me 

know!!) 

A special Thank You to Joe Richards for maintaining the 
U.S. Flags in both the old and new cemetery, and the 
Maryland Flag that also flies in the new cemetery. 

 
A special thanks to Dick and Ernie Riess for the “silent” upkeep they do for Immanuel 
Cemetery, which is coordinated with our Cemetery co-chairman, Joe Richards. 

 
Special thanks to Wayne Cross for grass cutting the new cemetery each 
spring/summer/fall.  He continues to donate his time and equipment in memory of his 
Dad, Odie Cross.     From:  Phyllis Decker, Co-Chair and the Church!!! 
****************************************************************************** 

Order your Poinsettia’s for Christmas 
Deadline: December 10 

 
Red poinsettias for $13.00 are available for order.  Call 

or see 
 –For Brookfield, Joyce Sweeney,  

–For Immanuel – Sandy Cross (301-888-2280) to place 
your orders.  Indicate the name(s) to be in 

honor/memory accordingly.  If you wish to bring your own poinsettias to 
Immanuel, please make Sandy aware so they may be listed in the bulletin as well. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DOUBLE BAPTISM AT BROOKFIELD 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Joie Marie Burnett    Andie Elyce Jones 

DOB:  9/21/16     DOB:  3/15/16  
Parents:  Joseph and Christie Burnett  Parents:  Carly and Terry Jones  
Godparents:  Carly and Terry Jones Godparents:  Rachael Burnett and 

Sarah Ottey 
Grandparents:  Shirley and David Burnett   
 
 

As a candidate to become a Certified Lay Minister, I am required to begin a 
ministry by members of our charge under the direction of our pastor. 
 
People who are unable to come to church are hungering and 
thirsting for the Lord’s table and should not be denied.  Taking 
part in the sacrament keeps them connected with the community 
of faith and with their faith family, the laity. 
 
After the communion elements are consecrated in church by the 
Pastor, they may be taken to the home of the recipient by a 
member of the church.  The lay person in ministry will receive training and a kit 
containing the necessary items. 
 
If you would like to be a part of this ministry, or if you have questions, speak to me after 
church, or call me at 301-888-9143. 
      Mellie Landon 



 

Brookfield sponsors Ladies Bingo – Raises over $ 1,000 
for Baden Food Pantry, C.S.S. 

 
Thirty Nine ladies were present (several in costume) for a fundraiser for Baden 
Pantry.  A special thank you to so many friends for their kind donations.  Thank you 
also to Joyce Sweeney for hosting such a fun event in an effort to supply food for 
the local pantry. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
SANTA'S VISIT -  TRIBUTE TO SOLDIERS 

       By Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt  
Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,  (sent to me by Joyce Sweeney) 
in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone. 
I had come down the chimney with presents to give, 
and to see just who in this house did live. 
I looked all about, a strange sight I did see, 
no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree. 
 
No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with sand, 
and on the wall pictures of far distant lands. 
With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, 
a sobering thought came to my mind. 
For this house was different, so dark, and so dreary, 
the home of a soldier, now I could see clearly. 
 
The soldier was sleeping, silent, alone, 
curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home. 
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder, 
not how I pictured a United States soldier. 
Was this the hero of whom I'd just read? 
Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed? 
 
I realized the families that I saw this night, 
owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight. 
Soon round the world, the children would play,  
and grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day. 
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year, 
because of the soldiers, like the one lying here. 
 
I couldn't help wonder how many lay alone, 
on a cold Christmas eve in a land far from home. 
The very thought brought a tear to my eye, 
I dropped to my knees and started to cry. 
The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice, 
"Santa don't cry, this life is my choice; 
 
I fight for freedom, I don't ask for more, 
my life is my God, my country, my corps." 
The soldier rolled over and soon drifted to sleep, 
I couldn't control it, I continued to weep, 
I wept for hours, so silent and still, 
and we both shivered from the cold evening's chill. 
 
I didn't want to leave on that cold, dark, night, 
the guardian of honor so willing to fight. 
Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure, 
whispered, "Carry on Santa, it's Christmas day, all is secure." 
One look at my watch, and I knew he was right. 
"Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night."    



 
Brookfield-Immanuel Charge 
c/o 13801 Martin Road 
Brandywine, MD 20613 
 
Address Correction Requested 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The choir has been practicing, everyone is excited 

 YOU ARE INVITED!!!! 

Community Christmas Cantata 
“And It Came to Pass….” 

Sunday, December 3 

10:30 a.m. 

Immanuel Church 

Followed by light lunch AND the famous “Dessert 
and Pie Auction” 


