Brookfield-Immanuel Charge
WINTER 2015

Sandy Cross, Editor

REMINDER TO
ALL
MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS
Brookfield Worship Service - 8:30 a.m.
Immanuel Worship Service - 11 a.m.
Immanuel Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
********************************************************
Advent/ Christmas 2015
Dear Family and Friends in Christ,
We are now entering into a sacred and holy time, the season of
Advent. The word advent means “arrival.” Arrival…that means
someone is coming. What do we do when we expect company?
To start, we clean house, shop for good food and delicious treats. We dust off the old cookbooks and
begin preparing the best meals we can possibly manage for our guest. We invite family, friends, and
neighbors to join us.
When we look forward to having a guest, we want that person to be comfortable, and we hope that they
will enjoy spending time with us. To do any less for a guest would be disrespectful and rude. We would
not think of doing anything except our best. So, we take time to make our homes, and our hearts ready,
to show hospitality to our guest.
If the word Advent means “arrival,” that means we are expecting a guest. Who are we expecting? The
baby Jesus in Bethlehem? We certainly remember the birth of the baby Jesus, however, Jesus was born
over two thousand years ago! Is that all Christmas is—remembering something from the past?
While we remember his birth, Jesus also made a promise to his disciples—he sent the Holy Spirit to be
with us now, equipping and guiding us to be holy and to live lives according to the gospel.
In addition, Jesus made another promise to all believers who came after him, which, by the way,
includes us! Jesus said that he would return to claim them, and us, his church. Jesus told his disciples to
always be ready, because no one knows the day of the hour of his arrival.
This is the Advent, the “arrival” for which we are called to prepare. The return of the risen Christ!
(over)

Do we expect Christ to come again? Do we live as if we do? Do we look forward to Christ’s arrival?
How are we preparing for the arrival of this Holy Guest?
Advent is holy time, a time set apart from the rest of the calendar year, when we remember all the
promises of God in Christ. It is a time for us to make all things ready, to clean our spiritual houses, dust
off our bibles, and prepare our hearts, minds, bodies, and spirits to offer our very best hospitality. We
remember and prepare to welcome the Risen Christ who is our long-expected Guest.
I pray that each of you will take time to prepare. How do we prepare? We prepare for Christ’s arrival
by renewing our faith through the practice of spiritual disciplines: worship, prayer, reading and study
of scripture, generous giving, service to neighbor and partaking of the sacraments.
I hope you will make space for quiet time each day in the midst of all the busyness to pray, reflect and
joyfully give thanks for the amazing gift given us by God.
We celebrate a Savior who has walked in our shoes who understands our pain and wants us to be with
him forever. Thanks be to God. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
Highest!

PBJ, (peace blessings and joy)

Pastor Marianne

*************************************************************************************

CHARGE CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bible Study Class
PB&J Sunday
Walking Group
Naylor Needlers
Painting Group
Christmas Eve
Services
Call to Action Team
New Year Pot Luck
Charge Leadership to
set Calendar

Weekly Events
Every Tuesday - 7:30 pm at Brookfield
Second Sunday - following morning worship at Brookfield
Mon, Wed, and Fri - 8:00 am at North Keys Park
1st, 2nd, 4th Wednesdays - 1:00 pm at Brookfield. Every 3rd Wed. at Baden Library
Saturday - 8:00 am - 12:00 noon. Contact Jan Sweeney for “location of the week.
Thursday, December 24 – 6:30 pm at Immanuel
9:00 pm at Brookfield – Candle-light Services
Monday January 4, 7pm at Brookfield
Sunday, January 17 – 5:00 p.m. at Immanuel Hall. Please bring a dish and dessert to share.
Monday January 11, 7pm at Immanuel—all committee chairs, presidents, Sunday school
VBS, other work area leaders-- to set the event/meeting calendar for 2016

Immanuel is collecting Hats and
gloves for the children at Baden
Elementary School. We need all sizes.
Won’t you purchase a set and bring them to the
church with you? We are collecting through the
end of the year to be given in January to the
school. Thanks to Debbie Cooke for the great
display idea!!! Use the clothespins and Hang
your donated hats and gloves on the
Clothesline for Baden (sorry no photo).

Immanuel Sunday School presents The Christmas Story
What a great turnout for the Christmas play. Sharing some photos
from the day:

Play participants:

Ivy Phillips – Mary; Lilly Phillips – Sheep;
Landon Lee - Shepherd, Peyton Lee - Narrator,
Brooke Lee – Singing Angel; Ronan Overby – Joseph;
Arwin Overby – Sheep; Sarah Overby – Angel; Gary Tarbox.
Matthew & Sean Grabis - Kings, Linda Grabis – Angel;
Mellie Landon – Bearded Shepherd; Jill Phillips – Angel;
Mason Dudley – Smallest Shepherd.
Directed by Cherry Tarbox Church assisted by Ronald
Overby,

Immanuel Sunday School presents Perfect
Attendance certificates and year number
pins to:
Peyton Lee – 5 years
Landon Lee – 7 years
Brooke Lee – 7 years
Following Worship, Joyce Sweeney and Ladies had
prepared cookies and punch for the children and their families, take-home bags
and while they were eating, a visitor by the name of Santa Claus came and heard
all the special Christmas gift requests and giving each person a fresh orange (a
long-time tradition). Following that, Ms. Joyce gave each of the children there
(and several over the age of 90) a homemade Santa cookie. What a fun time was
had by all. Thanks to all that helped!!!

Correction : Babe Lederer

2015 Christmas Cantata
I sincerely hope you didn’t miss this year’s presentation, “Come, Messiah King”. The service began
with a beautiful piano duet by Becky Angst and Katy Rosche. The joyous opening hymn filled the
church with music and smiles as 115 attenders sang to the rafters. Following the lighting of the
second Sunday of the
Advent wreath, Katy
rendered an
artistically-played solo
version of “Mary, Did
You Know”. As the
program began, the
22-voice Cantata
Choir gathered on the
aisles on either side of
the sanctuary to
perform the Albert Hay
Mallote version of “The
Lord’s Prayer”. They
then processed to the
altar area ready to
deliver their message
through song.
-------------------------------The luncheon following the
service was well attended,
and as you can see on the
table on the right, the
dessert lottery/auction was
full of delicious items. The
UMW raised almost $3,000
that they are donating
toward repair and updating
of the Sunday School rooms upstairs.

On a more serious note – as everyone had gone over to the church for service, except for one
or two that were watching for the oil company to come put oil in the church so there could be heat,
two strangers entered Immanuel’s church hall under the pretense of using the bathrooms. One of
Brookfield’s church members happened to be there and gave them permission. When they came
out, the strangers engaged in “small talk” while looking around and questioning what event was
taking place. Brookfield’s person escorted them out and closed the door. Watching where they
went on foot, revealed the man and the woman walked over to St. Michael’s Church parking lot,
each got into their own car and drove away. There were several ladies purses, coats, and who
knows what else in the hall that might have been the target of our visiting guests. This is a real
wakeup call for us!!!! Please keep your belongings with you at all times. If you are in the church
service and there is a need to go to the hall to use the facilities – PLEASE take someone with you.
ALWAYS go in twos. We need to be more vigilant, as times are changing – even in Baden.

Dear Brookfield Immanuel Family:
I appreciate each of you so much for all that you do for the church, the
community and out in the world. Being your pastor is a blessing that I do
not take for granted. As I considered how I might make a tangible
expression of my gratitude for you, I remembered the story Jesus told
when someone in the crowd asked “Who is my Neighbor?” I felt God calling me to make a gift
that will make a difference in the lives of our neighbors both here and around the world. So in
lieu of sending out cards for 2015- to express my gratitude for all you do in ministry to
further the work of the Kingdom of God through the work of the church, on December 1
which is “Giving Tuesday” I made donations in your honor to the following organizations:
A gift is made to:

in honor of:

Community Support systems

All the families of the Brookfield Immanuel Charge

Baden School Ministry

United Methodist Women

So Others Might Eat (S.O.M.E.)

Charge Choir

Imagine No Malaria

Charge Leadership

Heifer Project International

Sandy Cross, music director, charge communications

May God continue to bless you and the good work you do in his holy name. May there be peace
on earth as we celebrate the greatest gift of all—the Son of God.

----------------------------------

----------------------------------------

Rev. Marianne Brown Christofferson, Pastor
Office:
(240)-681-3532
Cell:
(410) 375-5276
Email:
revmarianne@comcast.net
Charge Web Page:
http://www.brookfield-immanuel.org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/BrookfieldImmanuelUMC
Charge Directory:
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
Free Wi-Fi:
At Brookfield
Please contact Eldon Baldwin for technology and/or mathematics information and assistance

Brookfield’s Hayride
What a wonderful time was had by all – as always – MANY gathered for the 3rd
annual show put on by Jed Duvall for us. Johnny Cash was
with us this time (with a little Elvis
thrown in at the end). The hall was
filled to capacity.
There were three tractors and a
car filled with folks for the annual

Hayride this year that included a visit to the Visitors Center at Merkle Wildlife
Center to view a small part of “the Joe Richards Collection of Native American
Artifacts” found along the Patuxent River, Magruder’s Ferry, and around his
farms.
Upon return there was a cookout
and eat in as the weather had
changed. Everyone enjoyed Joyce’s
homemade soups and shared the
many delicious foods brought by
folks attending.

FOR FOOD SUPPLIES FOR
S.O.M.E. (so others might eat)
It was a spooky day at Brookfield, several days before Halloween. There may
have been scary witches hats, pumpkins, and head bands for all with various
goblins on them, but there was plenty of good food, fun and LADIES as we
shared a time of fellowship to raise funds for the 400 sandwiches that are
made by Brookfield folks on the second Sunday of each month, for the S.O.M.E.
organization to distribute to those who are in need of food.

BIRTH
Congratulations to
Billy and Linde Hill
(Chappelear)
On the birth of the
beautiful daughter,
Josephine (Josie)
Lilly, born August 6,
2015, 8 lb, 5 oz,
20.5”
Granddaughter of
Roger Chappelear
and Beth
Chappelear

Baptism
Jessie May Sweeney
Was Born June 23, 2015
To Sarah Whited & Sam Sweeney
Jessie was baptized On
Nov 1, 2015,

She was presented to
God in the beautiful
dress handmade by
her grandmother
Jan Sweeney
God parent was
Reuben Sweeney
Grandparents:
Jan & Randy Sweeney
Great Grandparents
Joyce & Jerry Sweeney
Leonard Hanson
Great, Great Grandmother
Mellie Talbott
Representing 5 generations

A lovely
Luncheon was
served by the
family to all
who were in
attendance.

A Story of True Faith and Love –
Betty Young Watson, died on November 23, 1999
Wife of Phil Watson
From Carolyn Watson:- On November 23, 2015 – 6 years to the day that her
mother died.
…I always associate Mom’s death with “the Monday before Thanksgiving”, as
opposed to the actual date (November 23rd). This was the first year since her
death when the 23rd fell on a Monday. Also, on Monday morning, before the
random letters, Ruthie, Heather & I had all asked Mom to “send us a sign
that she was still with us.
Carolyn said on her Facebook Page 11/23/15 “Anyone
that doesn't believe in signs from the other side, checkout
the random letters I was given in a new game of words
with friends I started this morning! ...today is the day my
mother (Betty) was killed in a car accident 6 years
ago”...she loved scrabble!!
…One
more
thing
to
reinforce the significance
of Scrabble to my Mom, not
sure if you saw the scrabble
board that was on the
table at her funeral
viewing where people made
words they associated with
my Mom. I posted a photo
of what the board looked
like at the end of the
night… She Loved Scrabble!

Wayne Cross

As he participates in the
Leonardtown Veterans Day
Parade.
Wayne served in Vietnam
during the war and has the
American Flag attached to
the back of his
John Deere 730 tractor

It's a Harley Davidson and it was his father's. Edith and Clint
courted on the motorcycle (Clint didn't get a car until after they
were married)! Paul has gotten so many 1st places at different
shows, I've lost count. His trophies are between 4 ft. tall to
plaques. Paul is on collector cards that Skybox put out. Paul
purchased one of his collector cards from England, so he's been
all over the world. It has a picture of Clint in 1922 on the same
motorcycle on the back of the card and Paul with the motorcycle
on the front of the card.

------------------------------Angels.......AS EXPLAINED BY
CHILDREN.
I only know the names of two
angels, Hark and Harold. Gregory, age 5

2015 Team “Baden Strong” as they meet for the Walk to
raise money in Support of Suicide Prevention. Baden’s
group was the largest group in attendance. A cause that is
very near and dear to our hearts.

Immanuel Honors 25 and 50-year members
On November 15, Immanuel recognized the
following people for their years of
membership and service to the church with
a certificate and a cross and crown pin:
Wayne Cross, Shirley Watson and Bonnie
Young for 50 years. Each of the members
present
were
thanked
with kind
words of
gratitude.
Those
not able
to attend:
25-year: David and Brenda Morgal, 50-year: Harue
Boswell, Jessie Boswell Dunaway, and Nellie Rae Young
Turner will receive theirs via mail. A delicious luncheon
was served in their honor, along with a beautiful cake,
made and donated by our own Robin Young.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DID You Know:
…Robbie Volm has received a Service Assignment to the United States Marine Corps, NFO as a
Flight Officer
…Kaylee Cross has signed her letter of intention to attend Mount Saint Mary’s College in
Emmittsburg this fall on a softball scholarship….
…Kassidy Cross has given her verbal intention to attend the University of Maryland this Fall on a
softball agreement…
…Cherry Lynn Tarbox has a new position with the Postal Service. Congratulations!! Ask her
about it.
…WE DID IT!!! Our grateful and awesome thanks to all those who have sent generous
donations toward the re-paving of the blacktop parking lot at Immanuel. We received the
entire total of $15,500 with 100% donations. Thank you, thank you so much!!!
======================================================

Unity Ministries News – by Eldon Baldwin
Unity Ministries is a covenant relationship, seeking to promote fellowship, keep dialogue open and foster joint planning
of ministry programs to make, develop and strengthen disciples for Christ. It does not seek to impose strategies for
ministry, rather to enable wider ministry by facilitating cooperation. Unity Ministries evolved from an earlier group
named BICNM, which was an acronym for our four founding UMC congregations: Brookfield, Immanuel, Christ and
Nottingham-Myers. As our evolution continues, we strive to engage additional local groups and congregations in a
variety of programs and activities are which are consistent with our covenant. During 2015 these additional groups have
included Asbury UMC, Brandywine Lions Club, Cheltenham UMC, Community Support Services, Clinton UMC, St.
Pauls Parish and St. Thomas Parish.
One of our major activities is Christmas in April in Prince George’s County, a home repair program designed to help
elderly and/or disabled homeowners who do not have the means to maintain the homes in which they live. While the
official work day each year is the last Saturday in April (April 30, 2016), it takes a lot of time and effort by many
different people in order to prepare for this work day. For Unity Ministries, the Christmas in April process begins in
September when we start working with our different congregations and Community Support Systems to get the word out
to homeowners and distribute application forms. The annual application deadline is always November 1. Any
applications that were received by Christmas in April after November 1, 2015 are being held for consideration next fall.
You can find more information as well as application forms at: http://www.christmasinaprilpg.org/
This year, almost 200 applications were received. During the month of November, volunteer inspectors visited each
homeowner to preview their home, take pictures and prepare a report for Christmas in April. Unity Ministries
previewed a total of 10 homes, located in Accokeek, Aquasco and Brandywine. Our volunteer inspectors this year
included: Eldon Baldwin, Linda and Vic Grabis, Jerry Sweeney and Wanda Wade.
Then during several day in early December, volunteers gather at the Christmas in April office in Clinton to review each
homeowner application and preview report. Five different volunteers review each report and record independent 1-5
rankings to help guide final decisions as to which homes can and should receive support this year. The review process
was completed on December 10th this year. Our volunteer reviewers included: Eldon Baldwin, Linda and Vic Grabis
and Wanda Wade.
Approximately 80 homes have been selected this year for support in Prince George’s County. Due to the large number
applications, coupled with limited resources, Christmas in April decided that it could not provide support in 2016 for
homeowners who had received previous support between 2010 and 2015. Approved homeowners will be notified before
Christmas and those not approved will be notified before New Year’s Day.
Unity Ministries will adopt 5 homes this year: 1 in Accokeek, 2 in Brandywine, 1 in Clinton and 1 in Aquasco. (Four
other local homeowners were eliminated because we had supported them through Christmas in April since 2010.) Each
adopted home will be assigned a House Captain and hopefully a House Co-Captain as well. Our volunteer House
Captains/Co-Captains thus far for 2016 are: Eldon Baldwin (Brookfield UMC - overall coordination), Jerry Brown
(Clinton UMC), Vic Grabis (Immanuel UMC), Morris Neale (Asbury UMC), Jerry Sweeney (Brookfield UMC), and
Gary Tarbox (Immanuel UMC).
The next stage begins in January, when House Captains visit their respective adopted homes to carefully inspect and
begin planning for the work to be completed. Based upon these inspections, our House Captains must determine what
needs to be done and to prioritize these needs in accordance with the time and resources that will be required to
complete the work. Because we adopt our homes, Unity Ministries is responsible for the providing the majority of the
materials, skilled labor and volunteers needed to refurbish our homes, although we can still request additional assistance
from Christmas in April on an as-available basis.
There are many opportunities for everyone to support our work with Christmas in April through Unity Ministries:
1. Volunteer as a House Co-Captain for 2016.
2. Volunteer as a Christmas in April helper for 2016.
Make donations to Unity Ministries to support our adopt-a-home program.

Our Hearts are joined in Sympathy
for the loss of these members and friends:
Edith Lucille Baden, 84 of Waldorf, MD passed away on November 19, 2015 at her
residence. She was born on October 26, 1931 in Seabrook, MD to the late Elmer W. and
Ethel Taylor Brickerd. Edith worked as a finance manager for Hechinger’s Home
Improvement Store. She was an avid reader and was known to read a book a day. She
enjoyed spending time in her flower garden. In addition to her parents she is predeceased
by one brother Elmer W. Brickerd, Jr. She is survived by her husband of 64 years, Richard
A. Baden, one brother Edward W. Brickerd and his wife Patricia and many nieces and
nephews. Friends were received Wednesday, November 25, and the funeral held at
Immanuel United Methodist Church; interment followed at Trinity Memorial Gardens. A reception was held at the
Immanuel hall following the burial. Memorial contributions may be made to Immanuel United Methodist Church,
17400 Aquasco Road, Brandywine, MD 20613.
======================================================================================
John Henry Young, 66, of Aquasco, MD passed at P.G. General in Cheverly , MD on
Thursday, September 23, 2015. Born September 10, 1949 in Prince Frederick, MD, he was
the son of the late Charles Walter Young and the late Jane Elizabeth Gardiner Young.
John was the owner of Young’s Trucking and went by the nickname “Watermelon”. He was
presently working at Hardesty Construction as an equipment operator. He enjoyed hunting,
fishing and playing cards. He was a Nationals fan, Redskins fan and an avid Tony Stewart fan
with NASCAR. John tinkered with things in his garage, loved country music, and pushed
snow for the state highway with his dump truck. He also coached with the Baden- Aquasco
Little League for 7 years. John was a devoted husband, father and grandfather. He will be
greatly missed.
John is survived by his loving wife, Bonnie Young of 43 years; son Kevin Young (Theresa); daughters, Kimberly
Lantz (Michael), Kristie Chramek (Andrew); grandchildren, Anthony and Justin Young, Alexis and Jamie Lantz,
Marissa, Madison, Miranda and Mallory Chramek; sisters, Hallie Crance and Sally Jameson; brother, Robert
Young; and many nieces and nephews.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to The American Diabetes Association, P.O. Box 11454,
Alexandria, VA 22312 or Immanuel United Methodist Church, 17400 Aquasco Rd., Brandywine, MD 20613.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Franklin "Pops" Overby - August 3, 1936 - November 18, 2015
Franklin was one of eleven brothers and sisters born and raised in Oxon Hill, MD.
He married Frances and together they had five children: Kathy Ann, Cherry
Lynn, Franklin Henry, Carl Steven, Ronald Allen, and thirteen grandchildren.
By trade, Frank was a painter, specializing in historic and custom estate homes
across the country. Frank loved his farm in Virginia and riding his tractor.
A well respected friend and neighbor, Frank
played baseball and softball until he was sixty-nine years old.
In addition, Frank served as a coach for many years for his
children’s ball teams. After growing his beard he was often
mistaken for Santa Claus by neighborhood children.
He was a life-long fan of the New York Yankees and the
Washington Redskins.

Alyce Marie Kilgore Robertshaw, of Front Royal, went to be with her Lord and
Savior on Thursday, November 12, 2015. A memorial service was held at the
Front Royal United Methodist Church on Sunday, November 15, 2015. Reverend
Alan Combs, Front Royal United Methodist Church, and Pastor Chris Bryan,
Kneeling Point Wesleyan Church in La Plata, MD, officiated. Burial services were
private.
Born March 14, 1924 in Coeburn, VA, Mrs. Robertshaw was the daughter of the late
Walter Lee and Myrtle Kate Kilgore. She was preceded in death by her husband,
Richard Alden Robertshaw; two brothers, Jeptha R. Kilgore and Ralph T. Kilgore; five sisters,
Lucille M. Kilgore Sanderson, Besse M. Kilgore, Margaret L. Howard, Carlee Kilgore Johnson,
and Phyllis Ann Kilgore.
Mrs. Robertshaw attended Coeburn High School, Milligan College (Johnson City, TN), and Union
College (Barbourville, KY). She earned a bachelor's degree in education. She was a resident of
Front Royal, VA for more than 50 years and a resident of Brandywine, MD for seven years.
Mrs. Robertshaw was a teacher with Warren County Public Schools for 32 years and was an active
substitute teacher after her retirement. She loved her profession as a teacher and she felt she
touched as many children's lives as they touched hers. She believed that public education is
America's greatest gift to its citizens. She carried a positive attitude throughout her life and
passed it on to others. Following her teaching career she enjoyed 20 years as a realtor in Warren
County.
One of her joys in life was assisting her husband in the funeral business. She worked with her
husband at the Robertshaw Funeral home and served as secretary and vice-president. An active
member of her community, Mrs. Robertshaw was a member of the Front Royal United Methodist
Church and the Women's Circle for many years. She taught Sunday school and held many
positions in the church.
She was a member of the Delta Kappa Gamma, Alpha Phi chapter; National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR Harmony Hall Chapter, MD); served on the board
of directors of the Warren Heritage Society; was a member of the Front Royal Chamber of
Commerce; and a member of the Blue Ridge Arts Council. Mrs. Robertshaw was a docent for the
Warren Heritage and the Belle Grove Plantation, a member of the American Legion Auxillary, and
she directed and led the Junior Volunteers group. She enjoyed extensive traveling with friends
and family throughout the United States, Europe, Israel, Asia, and Australia.
Survivors include her sister, Hobby Kilgore Porcher (Cal) of Fort Worth, TX; three daughters,
Cheryl Lynn Watson (Robert) of Brandywine, MD, Catherine Marie Bower (Mark) of Front Royal,
VA, and Deborah Anne Williams (Abie) of Radford, VA. Her grandchildren are Jenna Marie
DeRemer (Brady), Elizabeth Bower, Abram Williams, Alden Williams, and Harrison Williams.
She was also blessed with one great granddaughter, Reagan Alyce DeRemer.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Front Royal United Methodist Church, 1 West
Main St., Front Royal, VA 22630; or The Cerebral Palsy Group, 15520 Bald Eagle School Rd.,
Brandywine, MD 20613, www.thecpgroup.org

Brookfield-Immanuel Charge
c/o 13801 Martin Road
Brandywine MD 20613
Address Correction Requested

“What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man…
I would do my part
Yet What I can, I give Him
I give Him my heart.”

