
 

 

Brookfield-Immanuel 
Charge 

Sandy Cross, Editor FALL  2011 

 REMINDER TO ALL 
 MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

Brookfield Worship Service - 8:30 a.m. 
Immanuel Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 
Immanuel Worship Service - 11 a.m. 

 
  A Message from Pastor Marianne~~~~~   

Dear Friends: 
 
We live in a new culture where most people do not go to church, where children do not necessarily 

learn the moral values we take for granted. One of the consequences of that lack of moral guidance is in the 
lack of civility in public speech. But how do we connect with folks who never go to church? 

Right now a “Call to Action” team of leaders of our congregation is meeting to explore ways we can 
re-vitalize our ministry and our witness in our community and in the world. You will be hearing more about 
this exploratory work soon  

What habits or practices will help us to grow in faith and share the gospel of Jesus to a world starving 
for good news?  In Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, by Robert Schnase, the author shares the 5 
characteristics that are present in healthy thriving congregations. They are: 

 
Radical hospitality 
Passionate worship 

Intentional faith development 
Risk-taking mission and service 

Extravagant generosity 
Let’s look at: Radical Hospitality. 
 

Congregations who practice radical hospitality do so out of a genuine love for Christ and the Christ 
they see in others. Laity and pastors take the initiative; they go out of their way to ensure that people feel at 
home. They are intentional in their focus on welcome and invitation. They use their creativity, resources 
energy to exceed all expectations not only for those who are already inside the church but also for those who 
are outside the congregation.  

Radical hospitality, “refers to the active desire to invite, welcome, receive, and care for those who are 
strangers so that they find a spiritual home and discover for themselves the unending richness of life in Christ 
(11-12).” 

Looking at Christ’s ministry he was always pushing out the boundaries—he did not send hungry 
people away, he did not ignore the sick, he welcomed children, lepers, prostitutes, tax collector, and others 
who were the “outsiders,” people who did not experience God’s welcome in their community. 

John Wesley pushed the boundaries too. He offended church leaders by preaching in the open field to 
coal miners and working people and the poor who did not feel welcome in the local church.  (Continued) 

 



 

 

Who are the outsiders for our time and place? For a variety of reasons there are many who live around 
us who do not feel welcome in any church. Who are the strangers, the outsiders in our community? How can 
we be more intentional in our welcome to them? 

How can we make it easier for people to feel accepted? Is our building as accessible as it can be to 
those who have mobility issues? For example is there space for a person who uses a wheelchair? Are our 
hallways and meeting rooms cluttered? Do folks know where and what times we worship—can they find us? 
Do we go out of our way to invite a guest to come?   
 
If you think about it we are all part of the church because someone invited us. It may have been a parent or 
grandparent when we were small, but all of us are in the church because someone somewhere got up early and 
picked us up and brought us. Can we see it as our calling as individuals, and as a Christian people to invite 
someone to come to church with us?  

There are many in our community who need to find a home—a place where they too can belong, feel 
accepted, and loved for who they are. Do we love the Christ in them enough to become radically intentional in 
our welcome for their sake? 

Adam Hamilton, pastor of Church of the Resurrection in Kansas City states that churches need to answer 
these key questions: 
 

Why do people need Christ? 
Why do people need the church? 

Why do people need this congregation? 
 

When we have a guest in our home we go out of our way to do all we can to make them feel 
comfortable, welcome, safe and accepted. Could it be that we have been called to such a time as this to explore 
fresh and radical ways to let people know that God loves them, that they are not alone—that a community of 
people filled with God's grace cares about them enough to go out of the way to make them feel welcome, 
comfortable, safe and accepted? 

We already do many things well. How can we improve what we do and take our welcome to the next 
step, above and beyond expectations—in short how can we make the welcome we offer Christ’s radical 
welcome to the world? 
 

“Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you for the glory of God” (Romans 15:7) 
 

PBJ, 
Peace blessings and joy, 

 
Pastor Marianne 

PLEASE HELP US keep in mind that each Friday is Pastor Marianne’s day off. 
This is HER day for personal time (unless there is an emergency). 

Thank you – Brookfield-Immanuel SPRC 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

New Addresses: 
 

Jim & Gwen Hunt – 1564 Blossom Terrace, Lady Lake FL 32162 
Beth Chappelear – 404 Broadway St. Quantico VA 22134 
Eugene Seger – Residences at Park Place, 115 Gillespie Rd., Apt 111A, Seneca, SC 29678 
Collin Tarbox – Frostburg University - cmtarbox0@frostburg.edu 



 

 

 
Prayer Concerns 

 
 Harue Boswell    Mary Wells Cooksey  Shirley Duvall 
 Sherri Edelen    Dorothy Ann Underwood Billy Volm  
    All those who have lost their jobs or homes 

People living with natural disasters/Earthquakes/Hurricanes/Tornados/Floods 
 

Sympathy to the families of 
 

 Roy Cabe    Mason “Goldie” Goldsmith  Bernard Hemming 
 Amanda Mitchler  Margaret Young McCormick   Mary Ellen Robey 
 Katherine Stoltzfus  Marge Baldwin, Eldon’s mother, & his family as they travel to Oregon  
     next weekend for her celebration of life service 
  
             Continuing Concerns 

John Adams    Bill Aker   Randy Baden 
James Baker   Rev. William Bice  Bobbi Borras 
Loretta Bowles    Rusty Brann   Barbara Canter (hospice) 
Nancy Carbonaro  Mary Coles   Thelma Cole 
Dougie Compton III  Donnie Cook    Ryan DePaulo 
Daniel DeVillier  Leon Dixon   Ruby Funkhouser 
Donald Goshorn (hospice) “Bunky” Greenfield Walt Grimes 
Gloria Hawkins   Terry Hynson    Orlena Kendrick 
Joyce Larrick    Fred Martin    Debbie Myers 
Marie Robertshaw  Bill O’Neil   Ken Prinkey 
Gary Printz Jr.   Kevin Prus   Virginia Richards 
Dick Riess    Garnet Roberts   Larry Roberts  
Carolyn Sue Bond Rye (hospice)    Doris & Tom Sanders 
Betty Jo Scholl  Betty Sparks   Virginia Stallings 
Jack Townshend  Ricky Talbott   Jim Thomas  
Karl Voehl   Eddie Volm   Shirley Watson 
Mary Wedge    Wayne Widdowson Dylan Wilson 
Volanda Wilson  Catherine Windsor Karon Yeatman 
 

All Those Serving in the Military Especially Those Deployed 
  
 Jennifer & Ryan Becker Ben Blanton   Nathanial Cook  
 Chris Crusius   Brian Decker   Ryan Gass 
 Alyssa Glampie  Patrick Jenkins  Chris Kastronis  
 Jeff Komives   Ramsey Myers  Richard Myers 
 Shawn Murphy(home) Jay L. Parsons, IV  Garrett Rogers 
 Trent Watson   Jason Webb   Charles Young Jr. 

 
 

 Nursing Home/Rehabilitation/Homebound Members 
 

Rev. Harold Ammons, Edith Baden, Ruby Garner, Josephine Goldsmith  
 Marie Hutton, Faye Cross Oliver, Eugene Seger, Loine Wilkinson 



 

 

Congratulations to “Saint” Jane 
 

 
 

Several of the ladies gathered for lunch to celebrate 
Jane Watson’s birthday.   After visiting, a beautiful 

birthday cake was prepared and served by Chef Joyce.  
A fun time was had by all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charge Worship Greeters for October     Happy Birthday to Paul Porter  
Robin Young & Jane Watson  

+ ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
Dinners to go was a great success! 

Thanks to all that participated  
(the cookers and the eaters) 

The United Methodist Women raised $1,000.00 plus 
so that we may continue to support our 

Church and Community. 
Look for the next “Dinners to Go” date in 2012. 

Thank You   Debbie Cooke 
 

 
Congratulations to Jason and Jennifer (Seger) Boettinger  
on the birth of their twin daughters, Jaden Rachel (left) 
and Jema Robin (right) on June 17, 2011. 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Congratulations 
 
To Laura Winterwerp and Justin 
Dudley on their marriage at Immanuel 
on September 17, 2011.   
 

AND 
 
To Sarah Gibson and Michael Reb on 
their marriage at Immanuel Church 
on October  8, 2011.  We wish both 
couples much happiness. 
 

    
 

Special thanks to all who attended and donated to the United Methodist Men’s Fall 
Yard Sale.  It was a great success, raising over $1000 for the Church.  Special 
thanks to Ray and Dot, Sharon Roberts, other United Methodist Men and Women, 
and many others for their time and help both Friday and Saturday with setting up, 

pricing, and then taking everything down and putting it away.   
 
 

Keeping Good Financial Records Pleases God   by Rick Warren 
 
Know the state of your flocks, and put your heart into caring for your herds, for riches don’t last forever 
…. (Proverbs 27:23-24a NLT) 
When you think of following Jesus, you probably don’t think about keeping good financial records, but 
God wants you to keep track of what you spend, what you owe, and what you earn. 

The Bible says we need to watch our financial interests closely. “Know the state of your flocks ….” 
Today we might say, “Know the state of your stocks.” In other words, we need to know where our 
money is going. People say money talks, but actually it just walks away quietly. And you wonder where 
it went. 

Not knowing where your money is going equals disaster. You get into debt because you’re not keeping 
good records that show you what is happening with your finances. As the saying goes, you end up 
spending money you don’t have on things you don’t need to impress people you don't even like.   

And this causes all kinds of problems in your life. When you wonder where it all went, that is a warning 
sign. You are already in trouble if you don't know where your money is going, because ignorance and 
easy credit equal trouble. 

You need to know what you owe, own and earn. You have to keep good records, because riches can 
disappear fast.   
Think about this: If you spent as much time writing down your finances as you do worrying about them, 
you'd probably have a lot less to worry about. You need to keep good records if you want God's 
blessing on your finance ……… 

 

http://purposedriven.com/blogs/dailyhope/keeping-good-financial-records-pleases-god/�
mailto:info@purposedrivenlife.com�


 

 

See ABOVE - (301-705-6521 is not a valid phone number – please use 301-579-9487) 
 
DON’T MISS THIS SPECIAL EVENT!!!  - Everyone is Invited – 
bring friends, bring the family 
 

Saturday, November 12 
Spaghetti Dinner 

Immanuel Church Fundraiser 
4 – 7 p.m. 

Sit-down Dinners and Carryouts 
Contact Bill Bice/Gil Carr for more information. 301-888-2430 

 
NEW BIBLE STUDY 

Beginning Monday, Nov. 7 at 1 p.m. 
At Immanuel 

“Three Simple Rules”



 

 

MEMORIAL BRICKS update – We have received ALL of your wonderful orders.  
Sharon is working with the folks who will be etching the wording on them – there are over 90 
bricks, so the company will probably work on this over the winter and we can look forward to 
a dedication in the Spring of 2012.  Thanks to all who participated.  We can still order a brick 

for you if you are interested.  Contact Sharon Roberts or Sandy Cross. 
 

~~ Honey, Lets Bake Bread ~~ 
 

A special thanks to Mellie Landon 
for the several Classes she has led 
on baking bread, rolls and sweet 
buns with honey.  The ladies 
enjoyed the time and appreciated 
the “honey bears” from Mellie’s 
personal bee hives.  Next Classes 
will be November 18th or 19th   at 
1:30 at Immanuel Hall. 

 
 

BACKPACKS and BLESSING for STUDENTS 
 
Brookfield-Immanuel Charge met 
and assembled 40 backpacks with 
school materials.  Backpacks were 
given to Baden and Brandywine 
Elementary school for child who 
are in need.  Special thanks to 
Eldon for making the purchases 
and organizing those who helped 
assemble.  Thanks to Debbie and 

Kyndele Cooke for the delivery to Baden Ele School.  Thelma Jean Duvall and Jane Watson made the delivery 
to Brandywine Ele School.  This was a special delivery event for Jane, because she used to teach 3rd grade at 
Brandywine and the principal and teachers made her feel very welcome and even took her on a tour of the 
school to her former classrooms.  
 

BLESSING OF THE 
BACKPACKS took place for the 
children of the community and 
charge during morning worship.  
The liturgy and prayers were for 
God’s blessing to be with all as 
they embark on their educational 
days. 



 

 

Brookfield-Immanuel 
 DATES FOR YOUR CALENDARS 

   
+Saturday, October 29 – Halloween (Costume) Party – Immanuel, 6-8 p.m ages 4-10 
 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE: 
+ Tuesday, Nov. 1 – at Immanuel Church – 6 p.m. Immanuel Administrative Council Meeting  All 
members of the Immanuel Administrative Council are invited to participate. 
6:15  p.m. Charge Administrative Council Meeting  All members of the Charge Administrative 
Council are invited to participate. 
 
+Sunday, Nov 6 – Joint Worship @ Brookfield at 10 a.m. Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 
+Monday, Nov 7 – Bible Study at Immanuel – 1 p.m. 
 
+Monday, Nov 7 – Charge Administrative Council at Immanuel 7:15 p.m. 
 
+Saturday, November 12 – Immanuel Church Fundraiser – Spaghetti Dinner – 4 – 7 p.m. 
EVERYONE is invited - Contact Bill Bice/Gil Carr for more information. 
 
+Tuesday, November 15 – Brookfield-Immanuel Charge Conference – Immanuel at 7:00 p.m. 
 
+ Friday & Saturday, November 19th and 20th – Honey Let’s Bake Bread #3 – Rye Bread – 
Immanuel Hall, 1:30 – Bring to class:  2 quart bowl, wisk, measuring cups & spoons, baking pan,  
$3.00 for ingredients, your honey bear and blue towel if you took them home. 
 
+Sunday, November 20 – Bible Sunday (Immanuel 3rd graders receive Bibles from Church during 
worship) 
 
+Wednesday Nov 23 - Thanksgiving Eve Service – Brookfield 7:30 p.m. 
 
+November 27  First Sunday of Advent, honoring 25, 50 year members 
 
+Saturday Dec 3  Toby’s Dinner Theatre  
 
+Sunday Dec 4 2nd Sun of Advent - Christmas Pot Luck @ Immanuel, 5 p.m. 
 
+Sunday Dec11 3rd Sun of Advent 
 
+Sunday Dec 18 4th Sun of Advent  - Christmas Cantata followed by lunch & pie auction 
 
+Saturday, Dec 24  Christmas Eve Services  6:30pm @ Immanuel, 9:00pm @ Brookfield  
 
+Sunday, Dec 25  Christmas Day, Joint Worship @ Brookfield 11am, Service of Carols 
 
*Unless otherwise specified, Regular Sunday worship times are:  
8:30 am at Brookfield UMC  -  11:00 am at Immanuel UMC 



 

 

 
 

Congratulations to our own Cliff Jenkins on this Prestigious Award, Lifetime 
Achievement Award, presented by the MTFIC.  



 

 

  
Brookfield’s Fall Harvest Day/Hayride/Bon 
fire/Picnic 

What a fun time was had by all – Wonderful straw 
ride through Merkle Farm (some folks stayed inside 
and played Pictionary), back for roasting hot dogs, 
fabulous picnic dinner, and toasting marshmallows  

     by the bon fire.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictionary Game 
============================================================================== 

Explanation of Church Apportionments: 
 
Each year, through a series of calculations, 665 Baltimore-Washington Conference churches 
figure out the amount of money they spend on themselves to keep their church doors open. Of 
that total, roughly 10 to 13 cents from each dollar is sent to the conference to enable a vast 
array of ministries. 
 
A portion of apportionment dollars cover the local church’s responsibility for the pension and 
health benefits for the pastor. In addition each local church shares in supporting  the 
connectional system (Bishop, district superintendents, guides, staff) which provide the 
appointments of qualified pastors to the local church, on-going training, continuing education 
for pastors and laity, youth camping programs, young adult ministries, and guide ministries to 
support and equip the local church. These are just a few examples.    
 
Apportionments also connect all of us to God-sized dreams. United Methodists are connected 
in a complex tapestry of churches and ministry. We are able to do together what none can do 
alone. These ministries are as diverse as building an orphanage in Zimbabwe and providing 
mosquito nets to saves the lives of children, to filling a swimming pool for needy youth in 
Hagerstown and camping opportunities to local children who have been victims of gun violence.  
 
Through our apportionment giving we meet our obligation to Christ to serve the least, the last, 
and the lost, here and around the globe. Apportionments enlarge possibilities. They enable. 
They are a testament to God-sized dreams as we audaciously give our prayers, presence, gifts, 
service and witness for the sake of the gospel of Christ. 
 
Thanks and God Bless Pastor Marianne Brown



 

 



 

 

CHANGE THE WORLD REPORT……………………….. 
 

Our four Unity Ministries 
congregations collected a 
total of $991 for our Health 
Kits project.  We purchased 
materials for 100 health kits. 
 Approximately 20 people 
(representing all of our 
congregations) assembled 
these kits at Brookfield Hall 
on Friday evening.   
 

 
 
On 
Saturday 
morning, 6 
of us took 
our health 
kits to St. 
Mathew's 
UMC in 
Bowie, and 
worked 
with other volunteers for five hours on health 
kits, school kits, and bedding kits.  (See more information about this work in 

the messages below.) 
 
Our total expenses were $632.31 and we donated our fund raising balance of $358.69 to the St. Matthew's 
HUB.  St. Matthew's will use our donation to purchase more materials to be used by volunteer groups like ours 
to assemble more relief kits. 
 
For the month of October, we have a team that volunteered to assist folks with completing Christmas in April 
Homeowner Applications. 
 
Yours in service - Eldon 

 
Special thanks to: 

Joe Richards – cemetery maintenance 
David Cross/Chris Crusius – cutting shrubs at hall and church 
Doyle Funkhouser – pulling huge growth out of hall shrubs 

Donna Roberts/Pat Thomas – lovely fall decorations in/out of church 
UMW – Kitchen cleanup 

Gil Carr – Audio balancing 
Wayne Cross – bush-hogging new cemetery 

Bill Bice, Gil Carr, Eldon Baldwin and Laity – for a GREAT LAITY SUNDAY SERVICE 
 



 

 

In consultation with church/charge leadership we are conducting 
a Stewardship Campaign for 2012 during the month of November. It will be 

a little different from other years, placing our focus on how our giving 
honors God and is an expression of our gratitude to God. The campaign 

including a letter from the pastor (see below) and a sermon series on 
healthy financial habits will take place over three weeks with special 

activities in worship on November 6th, 13th, 20th.  On November 20th all 
persons will be encouraged to take part on an act of worship by placing an estimate of giving card for 2012 

in an offering basket at the altar during worship. On following Sundays, a report will be made to the 
congregations so that all will how we are doing in response to God's purpose for us. 

I believe stewardship is a way of life; based on faith that everything we are and everything we have is a gift 
from God.  Everything we are able to accomplish begins with God’s extravagant generosity to us. Like 
Abraham, we are blessed to be a blessing to others. We are entrusted with a sacred privilege to be God’s 
hands and feet here on earth.  
Providing an estimate of giving is one of the practical means by which we carry out God’s vision and mission 
in this community and in the world. Our giving is not “paying dues.” No one is turned away if they don't 
provide an estimate. No one receives special treatment if they do. In this respect it's much different than other 
kinds of giving. What I hope is that you'll find this process a life changing spiritual experience—a tangible 
expression of your love for God. 

Providing an estimate of giving is a useful budgeting tool. I estimate what I expect my giving to be for the 
upcoming year. This helps me plan my own personal finances responsibly. It keeps me accountable to give 
God out of my first fruits rather than out of my leftovers. By filling out an estimate of giving card and sharing 
that information with the church, I help our church to plan its budget wisely and responsibly. 

Making a commitment to give is a spiritual act of trust in God’s providential care. It requires prayerful thought, 
faith and trust. Our regular offering is a surrendering of our will to God's will, exchanging our plans for God’s 
plans. It's a way that we open our hearts to allow God room to work in us, to stretch us for the better. It's a 
means to overcome greed and pride, a means to grow in simplicity and generosity.  In our giving we find 
contentment, joy and blessing.  

Still the question is: how much should I give? What's the number to fill in the blank? Abraham set the biblical 
benchmark: the tithe (10%). It is a worthy goal for which to strive.  Definitely, there should be prayer and 
discussion surrounding this number. Every family needs to decide what God is calling them to give.  Let these 
scriptures help you begin that discussion: 

17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the 
sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18and by 
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have 
obeyed my voice.’ 19 (Genesis 22. 17-19). 

6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide you with 
every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work. 9As it is written, ‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever.’  10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 
and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. (2 Corinthians 9. 6-
10)  

These words from scripture speak to our attitude, the purpose for our giving, and remind us of the Source of 
Life and blessing. I pray that this year’s giving campaign will be a real time of blessing for you. 

P, B & J, Pastor Marianne Brown



 

 

Brookfield-Immanuel Churches 
c/o 13801 Martin Road 
Brandywine, MD 20613 
 
Return Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 
+Wednesday Nov 23 - Thanksgiving Eve Service  
Brookfield 7:30 p.m. 
 

 
NEWS – Community Support Systems (CSS) was able to help 92 children be 
ready for school this fall!!! 
Please be sure to visit the Brookfield - Immanuel’s web site at: http://www.gbgm-
umc.org/IUMC 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/IUMC�
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/IUMC�

